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Helpmg the earl:hquakes (67 - IV '¢ o pront
four-legged victims ot e

Anyone who has been watching NHK or reading the newspapers over the past few weaks
will be well aware of both the enormous human suffering caused by the Hanshin
earthquake and the Widespread destruction of homes, highways and other infrastruc.

in Kobs :nd the surrounding area. Not surprisingly, the quake has alsa been bad new
for d -7 cats and other animals, many of whom have survived the initial desrruction’
only to be left to fend for themselves in its chaotic aftefimit.h. : Howéver, the situation 1s
not all gloom and doom. Some people are hard at work trying to rescue and care for
the eartht.g_ual«;e'é non-human victims. We asked KTO regular and director of Animal
Refuge Kansai {ARK) Elizabeth Oliver what is being done a\vn(lv what more needs to be

done to help Kobe's animal refugees.
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Can you give the readers a rcmgh 1dea of the scale of animal suffering in

the aftermath of the eart,hquake‘? . C s
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Its nnposs&ble to give precise figures for the numhets of 'mjmals ‘aifected but on the
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v basis of the daLa we have Td estimarg:that J:hxerefare»s*amewhef'é amung Z:;O 000 dggs nd
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feral amzmls surviveat IIOt‘IIHl times and are not the main problem in the wake of the

- earrhquake Of major concern at this time are the thousands of I“uml‘; pets and other

© ke, o anirr.als that have run away from home or have lost their homes and keepers. Nany
of these snimals lack the skills needed to survive on the street or in the woods and have”

been severely traumatized by their expeériences.
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“What kind of efforts are being made by the authorities and : b\“NGOS to

ease the plight of the earthquakg s non-human victims?
Moo he work is being done by small groups of volunteers. For exam;  a man in
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