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' éLIGHT OF ANIMAL EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS
ES

- PET DOGS BEING SOLD FOR FOOD AND TO LABORATOR.E
- FEARS THAT MANY WILL BE POISOQONED

Hundrede of thousands of pets have besen laft starving and injured in the
_wake of the Kebe earthguake in Japan - and dogs are being sold for food and
te laboratories for experiments according to the Internaticnal Fund for

o
Animal Welfare (IFAW).
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An IFAW emergency relisf team is ccordinating animal rescu o
the rubble with feeding programs, veterinary work and leost and found
registers. - . ' \\
Annemieke Roell, IFAW's emergency relief program organiser, said: "Evexy/
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day hundreds of pets are being euthanised in shelters. Our operaticn has a
o inp-kill’ poliey which is why we are desperately trying to find more land
L | & b (RIE Y S
i whers we can put up temporary bulldings to house the animals.

"Obviously there is tremendous human suffering here but these anim

als have
to be carad for tog. Many are injured and starving, all are CLraumatised.

/Thguéands of dogs have run up into the mountains."
Julationg stray dbgs are put ;
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sanctuaries dinvolved in thé animal rescue work to reunits
ir pets as quickly as possible. - SN

avention.

"Some people have handed their pete to ug because they have no home and no
_ way to care for them. OQther people are living with their animals in

. makeshift tents and in cars. We are supplying them with pet food,” said
Tlizabeth Oliver, who is working with IFAW at her private animal sanctuary
called Animal Refuge Kansai - an hour’s drive from Kobe.

_ "animals sre eating garbage in the rubble but it ig full of glass. . That is
why our fcod deliveries are so important. Around 100 volunteers ara

travelling arcund to collect animals but it ig extremely difficult zs most
roads are impassabls. We have about 150 animals at The moment but will ke,
able to csre for around 500 when -our new buildings are complete. If we can
get more land then we will be able to do more. Sadly, we’'re only able to
tackle the tip of the iceberg," said Elizabetn. ' o

"We know that some unscrupulous people at the dog pounds are selling dogs
for human consumption and to iaboratories. They get about 500 yen (§5) per
" dog. Tt is a sick and distressing twrade. With ths earthguake it is goling

to get worse as more and mors sLrays are takern to the leocal government
pounds. DMNow our main fear is that the autherities will put down poiseon to
%kill off the strays because of the risk of disease. "

TFAW’'s Annemieks Roell added: "Scmetimes thers is some hope among the
 misery. Ve had a man come to us last night desperate to find nis husgky
 which had been missing for two wesks. By pure chance it was one we had
" rescued just a few hours earlier.

' %ygadly’tens of rhousands of dogs and cats will probably die in the next few

‘f;{wééks, but we will do all we can fto save as many as possible .
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