aired special news programs, according to
Video Research Ltd.

With seconds, minutes and hours pass-
ing mercilessly by, the lives of many ended
under the debris and in towering flames.

Those who survived stood by helplessly.

Slow-arriving teams of soldiers and oth-
er over-burdened rescuers dug into col-
lapsed houses and apartment buildings on-
ly to carry out corpses covered in blankets.
There were occasional moments of joy,
when they were able to save those who
survived long hours of pain and hunger in
subfreezing temperatures.

The survivors could not afford much
time shedding tears over what they had
lost. The more than 300,000 people who
found themselves without homes were
forced to endure life at temporary shelters

D espite the

hardship, survivors
were patient and
orderly. Whenever
water trucks afrived or
stores reopened,
people formed orderly,
long lines, and there
was no obvious looting

scattered around some 1,000 locations.
They had little food, no bathing facilities
and no flush toilets. Objects that most had
taken for granted in everyday life suddenly
became luxuries.

Like countless other disasters, the Great
Hanshin Earthquake has also taught many
lessons. It exposed the wretched fragility of
highly advanced urban infrastructures.

Through the sacrifice of more than 5.300
lives, the pain of nearly 27,000 others who
were injured and the suffering of those
who lost their homes, the earthquake
proved the inadequacies of life-saving ef-
forts: Highways were blocked by rubble
and traffic, firefighters were incapacitated
by cutoff water pipes: rescue teams had no
equipment to remove debris to save those
buried underneath.

With mass-transit systems destroyed in
the core of Kobe and nearby cities, evacu-
ees and relief workers, the old and the
young. walked. pedaled bicvcles or rode
motorcvcles for kilometers and for hours
through the havoc to bring whatever they
could to the ones they care for.

Lifelines were instantly disrupted by the

fierce vibrations that lasted a mere

onds. leaving tens of thousas

long lines
ing.

Hy

At a service station in N
Hvogo Prefecture. that survived
blor, voung workers asked
mainly on motoreveles. where 1
from and whether their famihies

While quake survivors were
to their own prowess. the nati
cal governments came under |
both at home and abroad
criticized as benign ne

The nation was ap
of leadership and absencs
ment in the initial ho
while local governm
with many officials th
victims.

Without sohid worn

at the chief of the Groun
Force's rescue operation

heir missions.

athering network of it
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government also failed to
* to assistance offers that




