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SASARU FUJIIMOTO

w will ever forget. Not even those who
elsewhere are likely to forget for de-
=5 what happened to Kobe and its sur-
ding areas at 5:46 a.m. on Jan. 17,
Neo other event in 20th century Ja-
ve for the Great Kanto Earthquake
23 and World War 11, claimed so
: lives and shattered so many hopes in
w seconds.

Here in Japan and around the world,
g broadcasters, newspapers and
zines provided intensive coverage of
predawn quake on Day 1 and in the
s that followed.

-gistering magnitude 7.2 on the Rich-
scale. the quake was focused about 20
under the northern tip of Awaji Island.
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Pban Shock

Even for a nation accustomed to ground
movement, situated as it is at the intersec-
tion of four tectonic plates. the quake
caught the residents of the Kansai region
off guard. Thev had almost forgotten the
major temblor of 1946 focused off Waka-

vama Prefecture that claimed 1.330 lives.
The Jan. 17 quake was the first killer tem-
blor in modern Japan to strike one of the
country’s {(and the world's} largest port cit-
ies.

NHK and other television networks
aired continuous live aerial views of the
burning cities and towns. of collapsed ele-
vated expressways that authorities had as-
sured would be safe in a temblor of the
strength of the Great Kanto Earthquake,
and of people crying for help to remove the
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20 short seconds changed forever the
lives of hundreds of thousands in one of
the world’s biggest port cities
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Chances were shm of getting through,
however. since telephone lines were either
disrupted or overloaded with domestic and
international calls.

Others were glued to their televisions. In
the Kansai region, NHK’s viewer ratings
hit 30.4 percent at one point on the morn-
ing of Jan. 17. More than 76 percent of the
population in Kanto and nearly 80 percent
in Kansai watched the nonstop coverage of
the quake during prime time between 7
and 10 p.m. that day when all networks
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