Japanese government

Japan’s response to foreign offers for
help in the days following the Great Han-
shin Earthquake generated tremendous
criticism throughout the country and raised
questions over whether the government
handled the proposals in the most efficient
way.

As the death toll mounted hourly, for-
eign embassy officials in Tokyo waited pa-
tiently for the green light to send rescue
teams to the Hanshin region.

By Jan. 20, 29 countries and two interna-
tional organizations had offered assistance
for relief operations or reconstruction ef-
forts. By Jan. 27, more than 50 nations and
international organizations had offered
emergency aid for the quake-devastated
areas.

The Japanese government. however.

slow to accept offers of
help from other countries

initially accepted help only from the Unit-
ed States. which provided blankets and dis-
patched a team to help in the reconstruc-
tion. and then Switzerland, which helped
in the search for victims with a team
equipped with 12 rescue dogs.

Even in the case of Switzerland, critics
sav that more people could have been
found alive and rescued had the govern-
ment accepted the assistance of the Swiss
rescue team immediately after the offer

Hours after the quake hit. France also
fiered the services of a 60-member disas-
e rescue team equipped with four tracker

ogs. Having virtually been turped down
and learning that the number of vicn
was increasing, it re-extended
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