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it hard
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The Great Hanshin Earthquake has
shaken foreign communities that have en-
dured in Kobe and nearby cities for
cades, leaving more than 200 dead
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The exact figure ©
in the quake was not immediately
firmed, because “it is hardly possible to
accurately sort out foreigners from the toll
list released by police,” a prefectural offi-
cial said, adding that the list puts names
only in kanji and katakana.

The prefectural government estimates
that at least 235 foreigners were killed.
Many say such figures do not tell the whole
story because they apparently fail to in-
clude “illegal” status foreigners who, with-
out proper registration, do not officially
exist in Japan.

The Korean community, the largest
group of foreigners in the area, comprising
about 54,000 South and North Korean na-
tionals, had lost about 150 people as of the
end of January.

Many of the deceased lived in Nagata
Ward, which was home to 15,000 Koreans,
according to the Hyogo Domestic Office of
Korean Residents Union in Japan (Min-
dan), a pro-Seoul organization. The area
had severe fires during the first few days
after the quake.
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