- Matsumoto got out of the house,
18 neighbors got busy digging peo-
of collapsed homes. Despite their
5. some neighbors died under the

it have many complaints about the
ce provided by authorities from
. But | wish there had been more
helping those buried under the de-
the first day,” he says.
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miya house when the earthquake
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¢ has been cruel to Chiyo Umeda.
'3, she is alone.
% stairway landing in a Hyogo High
building is her home for now and
definite future.
- no longer owns anything except her
wusband’s “ihai,” or Buddhist memo-
tablet, which she cherishes and keeps
astic bag.
Great Hanshin Earthquake flat-
= her wooden house. She crawled out
rubble near the school in Kobe’s
ta Ward, where the temblor and sub-
uent blazes killed at least 617 people
razed 3,670 houses, apartment build-
shops and factories in a nearly
1.000-sq.-meter area.
Prowisions and water are now plentiful at
school, which is serving as a temporary
er for about 3,000 evacuees from the
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But Umeda said she has not eaten much
¢ the quake.
“I'm not hungry,”
blanket.

she said, sitting on
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pitch dark of their house’s second floor,
the family made its way to the stairway.
Now thev live in Umeda, Osaka, at one
of Mendonea's two language school offic-
es. He planned to move back to a new
apartment in Nishinomiva so his daughter

Not all of Kobe's residents can come to terms
with the disaster that has befallen them

uase. was killed in the quake.
med of her the night before (the
bt have wanted to tell me
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\c‘ g
“] don’t even |
been here now.”
It has been a
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workers at small facto-
are clearing de-
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ries that escaped the
bris from streets.

Locals who refuse tos
shelters are cooking food under blue plas-
tic tarps made into lean-tos outside the
rubble of their homes.
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An elderly woman under a lean-to
propped up by boards gathered from the

and son can return to their elementary
school and kindergarten when they open.

“I think it’s better for the kids to talk
about this and work it out with their friends
— to be a part of the readjustment effort,”
Mendonca says.

debris said she takes turns with her
neighbors keeping a vigil on their pro-
perty.

“We don’t want anyone to steal our fire-
wood,” she said, warming her hands over a
makeshift stove.

She said her group sleeps on a bed made
from three stools. Others sleep in their
cars, turning on the engine occasionally to
keep warm.

of a major af-
wave started re-
gﬁ of collapse
ritems, risking

sy tearing down
dings and collapsed
-slevated highways while
I debris into, in many cases,
pungent m ‘ieﬂ i% lity workers are remov-
ing poles that block streets and clearing
away jumbled wires.

“As we learn more about the damage,
we are realizing it 1s beyond imagination,”
Kobe Mavor Kazutoshi Sasayama told re-
porters.

Many believe it will take years or even
decades to restore the city to the way it was
only seven days ago. (Jan. 25)
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