Survivors -

By KENZO MORIGUCHI
and CAMERON HAY

Some remember the earth jumping up
and down like a great piston. Others liken
the experience to being on a ship tossed in
a storm. One woman recalls grasping fran-
tically for a flashlight just feet away but
being unable to
grab it.

As people caught
in the tragic earth-
quake begin to re-
build their lives,
memories of the
past fuel fears of
the future.

Sachiko Yoshi-
da, 71, woke up
about 20 minutes
before the guake.
but went back
bed. A lucky break.

“If I had gotien
out of bed, [ would
have turned on the
kerosene stove and
that would have set
the house on fire,”
she says.

Her two-floor
wooden home in
Nishinomiya, Hyo-
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leans precariously
and about two-thirds of its roof tiles have
slid off. But at least it is standing, she said.
When the quake struck, Yoshida, who
lives with her daughter, was on the first
floor. She covered herself with a futon be-
fore a wardrobe and a household Buddhist
altar crashed down on her. Her daughter
came down with a flashlight and helped
pull things off her, then the two escaped
outside wearing only their coats.
Ryozaburo and Kazuko Shiga lost their
two-story house in Ashiva, Hyogo Prefec-
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