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(partial deployment) could be repeated if a
big earthquake hits the southern Kanto re-
gion,” a senior SDF officer said.

According to Defense Agency sources.
agency programs for coping with strong
earthquakes in the southern Kanto or To-
kat regions — the only such SDF programs
-— do not spell out how information would
be gathered.

Seismologists have long predicted that a
large earthquake will hit the two regions
within adecade. They expect the magnitude
to approach that of the Great Kanto Earth-
quake of 1923. According to the SDF plan
for the southern Kanto region, in the event
of a major earthquake, the GSDF would
mobilize 22,300 troops of the Eastern Dis-
trict Army and the Maritime Self-Defense
Force would dispatch between 40 and 62
ships for rescue missions in the early stages.

But the programs do not specify how
the GSDF and MSDF would gather infor-

ning of September.

However, apart from the approximately
2,000 SDF members who take part in
quake drills for the southern Kanto and
Tokai regions. only a small number of sol-
diers participate in drills in the rest of the
country.
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and Tokai drills,
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These drills are the only disaster drills
Defense Agency organizes with local gov-
ernments. A third category of drills are car-
ried out by individual local regiments and
municipal governments on a small scale,
without involving the large number of local
government officials or police officers that
would be necessary to cope with a big disas-
ter like the Hanshin quake.

By law, however, prefectural and mu-
nicipal governments, and not the SDF, are
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in charge of disaster relief programs.

The SDF can only “assist” in relief ac-
tivities launched by local governments,
police and firefighters, according to the
law. Local governments are responsible
for planning disaster drills.

“We can only participate if a local gov-
ernment invites us. We do just what we
are asked to do in drills. Without the ini-
tiative of local governments, we cannot do
anything,” a senior GSDF officer said.

Every year, the Hyogo Prefectural Gov-
ernment conducts disaster drills with a re-
lief force of about 2,000, including fire-
fighters as well as members of the Fire
Defense Agency, police, the SDF and oth-
er organizations.

The city of Kobe, however, which suf-
fered the most severe quake damage, did
not invite the SDF to participate in its past
annual disaster drills.

According to a Hyogo Prefectural Gov-
ernment source who asked for anonymity,
the annual drill did not include an ex-
change of information between police,
firefighters and the SDF — a prerequisite,
for mobilizing GSDF troops, in Gen. Ma-
tsushima’s view.

“Representatives (from the three par-
ties) all sat close to each other in the drill
headquarters. All procedures had been
decided on in advance. There is no train-
ing (for communicating among the three
parties),” the source said.

On Aug. 4. about 30 SDF members
took part in the drnll.

SDF offic so claim that many local
e hesitated to invite the
< of the governments’ tenden-
sd the SDF as unconstitutional.
srthguake also revealed the SDF’s

1 of rescue eguipment.
E’% zanual defense budget is ¥4.7 tril-
lion. But. apart from minor purchases in-
cluding. Toz example, 1,000 radio trans-
ceivers for communicating with local gov-
ernments and police, no money has been
allocated for disaster equipment.

Some SDF officials say other ministries
have all the necessary equipment for res-
cue work. Others say the Finance Ministry
will not allow the SDF to have equipment
that is not earmarked for their main mis-
sion — national defense.
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