ARK is located in the countryside to
the north of Osaka Prefecture. Here
thev animals, about 60 dogs and
puppies plus 20 cats and kittens are
housed in happy spacious surround-
ings until new homes can be found for
them. Many arrive in poor physical
condition. They may be starved or
mutilated. Worse still many are
stréssed and scarred psychologically
by their experiences. With love and
good treatment they can be
rehabilitated to become loving pets.

Two people work full time looking
after the animals and other volunteers
come regularly.  ARK publishes a
quarterly newsletter and has an ARK
supporters club with about 250
‘members. A new office building has
just been opened with facilities for
boarding of animals plus a place for
volunteers to stay.

In spite of many people’s contribu-
tions and support and the help of
volunteers the reality we face is that
no solution can be found unless the
fundamental causes of the problem
can be tackled and solved.

These are :

1. Too many unwanted animals.

Over the last decade there has been
a huge pet boom in Japan, encouraged
by breeders, pet shops, pet food
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companies and stimulated by the
mass media, all of which encourage
people to keep pets without
explaining the responsibility, time,
space and money involved. Pets have
become a kind of fashion or accessory.
When they are out of fashion they get
discarded like other commodities.

They are often bought as toys for

. children then thrown away when the

children lose interest in them. Many
people let their pets  breed
uncontrollably, .the resulting off-
spring dumped in parks or river
banks in mountains or taken to the
Hokensho. There is little government
encouragement to make people neuter
their pets and almost no subsidies to
help them pay the high cost of
neutering. Veterinarians are only in-
terested in making money, not in
promoting neutering. One un-

neutered female dog produces 60,000

off-spring in 6 years. One un-neutered

female cat produces 450,000 in 7
years. People who think neutering is
cruel should consider these statistics.

2. Too many thrown away animals.

Why ‘do people throw away pets
which they have often bought at
great expense? One reason is that
they buy on impulse, seldom consid-
ering whether they have facilities for
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