AT T E R

The f:ct that only a few animals are found homes is surely
related to the attitude of those who are in charge, Maybe they
are thinking that only they themselves are ideal met owners,

and would rather see the animal: dead than exmosed to the risks
of 1life. This attitude can often be found with neonle who would
like to keep all animals themselves or, if they find this
impossible, euthanize them. Psychologically we might call it an
egocentric behavior caused by vity. ''his attitude definitely
cannot be justified when it robs animals of their chance Lo live
just in order to restore one's own pea of mind. It should in
fact be possible to find new homes for uLLll more animals (which
in turn could influence the sales performance of breeders and
pet shops) while at the same time improving the ways of finding
these homes and following up the resnective cases.

Proposal # 2 for improvement - The intake pgathered by the Hokensho
should be enthanized only by the lokensho themselves under
conditions which can be agreed upon as suitable. Any society for

the protection of animals must stop euthanizing animals lest it
will lose, gredibility. Supposedly in a certain historical situat-
ion the g%joctlvely speaking cruel way of killing animals practiced
by the administration provided the ovwportunity for JAWS to take
over the task of euthanizing them in a friedlier way. Although

the original motivation deserves praise, the way things developed
left the administration unconcerned because they don't have to
face the problem any longer; on the other hand, those neople who
are engappd in "humane killing!" are merely trv1nb to cure symptoms
and as'a consecuence of the qh(er nunbers they are confronted with
can hardly contribute to solving the problem actually, i.e. by
reducing the number of victims, To defend their act1v1t1cs, these
people will ask how one could deal with thousands of animals
without killing them, but this defense becomes nothing but an
excuse when no attempt at solving the basic problem by putting
emphasis on spaying is made.

A society for the protection of animals should not be somelhing
like a funeral service; in order to work in a nositive manner,
emphasis must be pla ced upon different purvoses - Hanshin branch
could make a press release and give the task of euthanizing animals
back to the Hokensho. I have no information as to how the
euthanizing is financed, but in any case the administration must
have their own bhudfget whjch - sumnosing JAWS have even financed
their part of the pnrovess -~ might not even have been fully used.
However, as Lhe euthanlzlnp of these animals is in fact a public
work the administration cannot possibly refuse to provide suitable
premises for this purpose, and if these premises are created newly
the level e.g. to be found in 'l'okyo should be avnlied. The
administration has no excuse whatsoever to handle things different-
ly. The cost of drugs used for humane killin: amount to 500 ¥

per dog and 200 ¥ per cat (this being a high estimate), and in
case the administration should not be able to provide a sufficient
budget, those people concerned could offer a subsidy. (In case
veterinarians should have profited from humane killing until now
that would mean another scandal itself!) Concerning the question
of staff, every Hokensho has voferinarﬁano on its payroll (maybe
even the same ones who particinate in JAWS' acitivities); suitable
conditions for humane killing must be malntalned which could be
checked by those who have carried out the task so far. In short,
there is no reason why the euthanizing of animals should not be
moved off JAVWS' premises and returned to the administration.



