activist gets
14-year jail
term in U.K.

LONDON (Reuter) An animal
rights activist branded dan-
gerous and fanatical by a
British judze was jailed for 14
years Monday for attacks on
meat industry targets.

Keith Mann, 28, a leader of |
the extremist Animal Libera-
tion Front, admitted seven of-
fenses in connection with van-
dalism at an abattoir in Old-
ham, northern England, and
the planned forching of a bat-
tery farm in Keni, southern
England.

Mann was on the run for 10
months after escaping from a
Manchester police station in
late 1991 He was eventually

tracked down fo an an 1

sanctuary near Hastings in
southern England.

Sentencing him, Judge Ste-
phen Mitchell told Mann his
attacks bore the “hallmark of
terrorism’’ and befrayed the
canse of animal wellare and
rights.

- “Many would say you have
betrayed the tause you seek
to further. These are grave of-
fenses,’ the judge said.

Prosecuting counsel Antho-
ny Gee told London’s Old Bai-
ey that ALF s objective “‘was
to cause as much economic
damage as possible to compa- |
nies and individuals per-
ceived o be abusers of ani-
mals.”’

ALF wrote a letter to news-
ers after the abatioir at-
ack in 1990 which was in
Mann's handwriting, accord:
ing o evidence given in court.
When he was rearrested in
1992 police found materials
that could be used for making
bombs in his bedroom.




