MEXICO CITY (UPLKyodo)
Two Mexican doctors have
successfully  inserted  live
plant cells into laboratory
rats in. a scientific break-
through they say helps prove
the theory of evolution and
could have medical applica:
tions.

Mexican Social Security In-
stitute doctors Javier Lozoya,
a medicinal plant specialist,
and Ignacio Madrazo, a trans-
plant specialist, were to dis-
cuss an infernational strategy
for continuing investigation
at a meeting Saturday with
researchers from around the
world:

“We have carried out what
we can call an extraordinari-
ly original experiment: If is
the first time that a plant tis:
sue has been traunsplanted in
ananimal,” Lozoya said at a

Doctors insert live plant cells into lab rats

news conference last week.

In a series of biotechnologi-
cal propagation tests conduct-
ed over the last eight months,
the doctors injected laborato-
ry cell cultures of the Mimosa
tepuiflora plant under the
skin of hundreds of white rats.

“When we saw that the ani-
mals did not reject, but rather
began to form blood vessels
around the plant, and that
those blood vessels began to
mix with the vegetable cells
and started to carry them ir-
rigation and nutrition, we re-
alized we had hit on some-
thing really revolutionary in
terms ‘of  biology,” Lozoya
said. -

Madrazo said the plant tis-
sue thrived in the laboratory

animals for several months:

and continded to grow once it
was removed.
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He said the experiment
demonstrated “scientific evi-
dence that the animal king-
dom and the vegetable king-
dom have a common origin. It
makes an enormous contribu-
tion to biclogical knowledge
of life's origin. and on the oth-
er hand, it offers the possibili-
ty of ‘having a new resource
for treating illnesses;! he
said.

Cells of plants with phar-
macological properties could
be implanted in sick patients
where release of chemical
agents could produce cura-
tive results, he said.

“The majority of medicines
are vegetable products,” and
if the hypothesis were proved,
he said, ‘‘possibly a patient
would not have to take medi-
cines.”’
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