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Animal rights advocates . iirmly
entrenched in Western society, ~«dr =y of
them secm to believe thul Asians ar cruel
toank .5 Considering that the cultv. of
@d-Nerth America is.one Of wmeat-
eater: und fur-coat wearers and thut th
Buddhist traditions of Asi~ forbid the k-
of .mimals and regard even hills and iz

~zs and flowers as having pofer 7
Buddhahood. this label seems as°  ucC
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The weecnent of dogs in Jupan s guitc
different . in China. If anything, their
popularity uspets has grown-ton fast. Fromn-
what I hear, the number of giris who want
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to become velerinarians is xreasing annually. =

Although Japanese do noi cieb dogs 16 J‘
death or cat dog meat, one of the R
smerge in the current pet boow: .« u & M

>ncy to regard amimals a8 a kind of puy o

ing. It is pot uncommon for yuuny. moth- v
to buy a dog when their children are ©

My American friends and ucquaintances
know all abcut the fishing port on the Leu
Peninsula where dolphins are herded onto
the beach .
been subjecied to some pretty tough grilling
about such practices. Weo:ora eriticism of
Japan as a major whaling country has as
much to do with cruelty to animals as it
does with environmental profection.

The women who suipped naked in front
of a building in Yokohama where a fur
trade-fair was being held as a way of mak-
ing the point that it is better o go naked
than to wear fur were duly reported on
CNN. When I saw them go to such cx-
tremncs 1o make bthers feel gailty for want-
ing fur coats, T knew that the animal nghts
movement had finally come to Japan.

By my own personal rule of thumb, sccial
trends in Europe and North Aserica, and
expecmlly i the United States, always occur

;apan after a time lag of u few gears. The
lcngth of time it takes to get here and the
way the trend sprcads once it does ure
different in every case, reflecting the ditferenves
in culture of East and West. This was true

for feminist attitizdes wswvand sexual npassment:

and the fitness boom. T expect that, along with
an interest in envizonmenial protection, an
awareness of animal rights will soon make
its way throughout Japan.

Along with whales. which Japanese enioy
cating, dogs are often cited as an ¢xample
of Asian cruelty to angmials. The Chincse babit
of eating dog meat (especially in Guangzhouj
is regarded as particularly disgusting and
barbaric. Even worse, as part of & campaign
against rabies in Beijing, dogs cannot be
bought or sold as pets, and any dog bought
or sold illegally is clubbed to death (sec the
Jan. 29 and Feb. 4 issues of The Econorust).

.d clubbed to death, and I have-
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y:. g and get rid of it when the childzen

ha: grown up an:' left home as though
the avimal had outlived its usefulness.
People seem to have Bo qualms about
getting rid of the puppics the resolt when
a pet dog s not spayed. A friead of mine in
Iro who ¢ ot bear 1o see this happen now
takes care of morc than 24 abandoned dogs
and cats. What 1 find anforgivable is the

sheer selfishncus of those whe abandon their =

1f T were to comment on today’s pat
boom as a stadent of economics, | would [
say there is some connection between the 1.
social psychology behind the prewnuou

pets in front of this kind person’s house.

of cruelty to animals and a country’s state n
of development. A concern for the envi- 7

ronment und for animals is apt to arisc iz
those arcas where the economy is prosper-
ous ang people lead comfortable lives.
Recently in New Jerscy, a dog named
Taro that hud been sentenced to death for
bjting a child was given a reprieve on the
condition that he never be allowed to returs
10 New Jersey again. Thauoks to the appeals

of many peaple, a dog lover in New York, 4 ‘

ok Taro in, -~

There is something absurd about a dog boing -
the object of a legal battle, but isn’t it a mor ;1‘
desiruble attitude toward fife than that of peophem
who throw away their pets as though the; '
were rubbish or who stuff puppies or kitten
inte bags along with a few stoncs and tos
themw into a river?

Protestine cruelty to animals by goin;
naked is ¢, method, but all of us m
realize that taking care of our own pets in
responsible manacr is an indicator of Japan’
status as an advanced country and that doin
so is one way to clear Japan's reputation i
cruelty to ammals.
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