home  (unless  we called).
Sometimes P'd stay a half hour
or so later at o an actvity.
Sometimes . ow and’s
hearings would last all day,
e (

N

o1, thiee ol

v Her dog Orion s 4

qrold male. a boxer
dobermann mix, who ranges
Sroand wide in the surround-
ing country. Yet whin Ms
Bayliss  comis
hough her schedule
rrecular. she dinds

there 10 o1

and cars that likewis
jow wher to be back honie 1o
greet their owners. Orion also
distinguishes between family
members and strangers before
they arrive, barking to give
| warning of the approach of
strangers but remaining silent
with family members.
Probably there are millions
of people around the world
who keep animals that seem 1o
kriow when they are coming
home. [fonty a fewdoen were
interested enough to do some

Basic ploneéring resedarch
coutd soone he - establis
whetheror onot o1l
phenonemon goes hevond
niionakiind
lanaton. o

noe of  ndepentden
archiers, then furiher expe
could be cone

he idea
mexpensive ;
ment 1o test how pels
. know when  their
Swhers  ate Coming home
carne {0 e i a conversation
i tical frend. I kept
. across stories about
this infriguing phenomenon,
and 1 asked him what he
thought was going on. 1o my
surprise he did not dispute the
phenomenon itself; indeed, he
told me that his own dog
seemed to have uneanny pow-
prs. Bui he was quick 1o add
that there was nothing really
mysterious - going - ong pets
were good at responding “to
esand often had
surprisingly sharp sense
No doubt many people have

But-rather than petering out
inconclusively in the usual
: this  particul one
ed off the idea for 2
iment Hoa pel

in advance of

of routine anticipalion or sene
sory siimuli can be ruled out
by coming homie by an unusu-
al mieans and at an unusual
i oreover, to rule outthe
ibiliny that the pel s
picking up the expectations of
the person waltlng at home,
that person should not know
when the absent member of
the family is due fo retur
At the next stage ‘of the
research the involvement of
professionals would: probably
be helpful. And since sceptics
would probably ‘respond by
thinking up ever-subtler alter-
native explanations, more $0-
phisticated tésts would need 0
be done to check any reason-
able sceptical hypothesis. But
4 point might soof arrive
when the sceptics” hypotheses
become even more fantastic
thar the idea of 4 connection

know when their owners o
coming home is open 0 atiy-
one: who has such a pet
especiaily if they can count on
the - co-operation of  family
{riends and, of course, the
animal - itselt. For o students
from homes with such: pets;
sich research could be &
science projectof an extraordi-
narily interesting Kind.

¥ hy wag this not
done years ago?
Because of pow-
erful taboos, usu-
ally: operating unconsciously.
Tostartwithithe « al
prohibition i
psyehic or paranormal. phe-
normena seriously. fthey reals
1y happen. they throw info
doubt the mechanistic world
View.

This taboo is actively upheld
by sceptics who tend {0 equate
the “mechanistic: world. view
with “reason 1 and - are
passionate in its defenceThey
are scientific fundamentalis
Their fear is that If claims of
the paranormal are allowed 1o
gain a foothold, civilisation
will be swamped by supersti
tion and religion.

Arong respectable educat-
od people, mterest - in the
paranormal is treated like a
kind of intellectual pornogra-
phy. 1t flourishes in. private
and in the Jdess reputable

more ot less excluded from

educaticnalsystem; from sel

institas
5 public

entific . and: med
tons and from ser
discourse:

Yot knowing when  their
people are coming hime s
only one of the w
pets sho
‘There ar
cluding apps
communication. In dramatic

uncanny accuracy when they
are going to be faken for a
walk Some peis seem (o kKnow
when thelr fanily is going 1o
goon holiday, even belore they
start packing,

Such basic phenonmiena dare
still virtually uninvestigated.
A seientific partership with
pets could lead 1o ou greal
expansion of understanding,
and a-deeper appreciation of
their powers of knowing:

@ Extracted from Seven Experi-
ments That Could Change the
World by Rupert Sheldrake,
Fourth Estate, £15.99

© Fourth Estate 1994

The secret of
the homing pigeon




