its, Rupert

home  (unless  we  called)

Sometimes 'd stay a halbhour

Or S0 later ar an actvi

Sometimes  my husband

hearings would last all day.
i an hou
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theory of a mystical life force

basic pioneering research; it
could soon be established
whether: or. not o this
phenonemon goes beyond the
converitional kinds of scientific
explanaton, M there s 4
seeminely paranormal effect,

&

had conversations - like this.
But rather than petering oul
inconctusively - in the  usual
way, this - particular - one
sparked off the idea for a
simiple experinient. 1f a pet
sponds well inadvance of
the arrival of its owner; the

as yet unrecognised by science.

For many millions of years,
among the wild ancestors of
dogs and cats, the young
remained behind while adults
went off hunting. The returnof
the honters with-food s an
event of the most vital impor-
tance. Behind the grecting
behavicur of pets lies 4 long
evolutionary history. The close
bonds between  people and
dogs date back over 10,000
years.

Research. with pets. - that
know when their owners are
coming home is open {0 any-
one ~whoo has such o a pet,
especially if they can count on
the  co-operation = of  family,
friends and. of course. the
animal el For studen
from “homes with such pets,
such - research could be -z
science project ofan extraordi-
narily inferesting kind.

hy was this:not

dong years ago?

Because of pow-

erful taboos, usu~
ally. operating unconsciously,
Tostart with. 1 ageneral
prohibition  against. taking
psychi¢ or paranormal phe-
nomiena seriousty. If they reals
Iy happen: - they throw into
doubt the mechanistic world
VIEW.

Thistaboo is actively tpheld
by sceptics who tend to equate
the ‘mechanistic world w
with ‘réason iself, and are
passionate initsdefence’t
are scientific fundamental
Their fear is that if claims of
the paranormal are allowed ¢
gain a foothold. civilisation
will be swaniped by supersti-
tion and religion;

Among respectable ‘educatl-
ed people, “nterest in the
paranormal i treafed like a
kind-of intellectual pornogra-
phy. It flourishes in-private
and in the less repuiable
branches of the medias but itis
moreor less excluded fromthe
educati 1, from scls
entific and - medical i -
tioris and from serious public
discotrse:

Yet - knowing when fheir
people are coming homie 18
only one of the wiys in which
pets show . surprisi
There arg several others
cluding -apparent telép
communication: In dram
Cases, somie pets seern o know
when their distant owner
danger, reacting with Skt
alarm and  distress,




