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ssociation of Nature and History, a group of citizens trying to

i of Shishitsuka, Ibaraki Prefecture,

“We must pass the abun-
ance of nature onio the next
eneration.’”’ said Hiroml OF
awa, a member of a group.

Oikawa said she was de-
ighted to find bamboo and
amboo grass growing in dis-

array.

“We found small trees and
lants between bamboo bush-
s. 1 was amarzed and im-
ressed by their recovery,’”
ikawa said. "More than 50
inds of plants are now grow-
ng in the woodland.”’

To raise awareness of the
mportance of satoyama and
o0 create a network of activi-
ies throughout the country,
he group recently held a
ymposium here. It drew
bout 200 people from across
he country.

At the gathering, expertis
tressed the importance of
he role of satoyama. Toshi

asurvey woodiahds.

nori Shigematsu, a professor
of landscape architecture at
the University of Osaka Pre-
fecture, said woodland man-
agement is not only effective
for conserving wild habilat,
but also for promoting broad-
er envxronmentai understand-

ing,

“In cities of concrete build-
ings, people are seeking life-
styles closer to nature,” Shi-
gematsu said. “'To veinforce
the point that people are de-
pendent on nature, they
should not only enioy it by
viewing it. but by participat-
ing in managing and conserv-
ing the natural environ-
ment.”

Makoto Numata, chairman
of the Nature Conservalion
Society of Japan, said a copse
is an ideal place for educating
children about the environ-
ment,

Japanese schools offen use
garden plants to study nature,
but they should go out inte
fields closer to real nature,
Numata said.

The importance of presery-
ing satoyama has vet o be
understood by authorities and
landowners, experts said.

A large-scale business park

in Shishitsuka Ohike is being

planned by the Tsuchiura and
Tsukuba municipal govern-
ments.

Although the project is still
in the planning stage, Tsuch:
iura is now conducting a fea
sibility study and approach-
ing landowners for possible
expropriation, according to

an official in charge of munic

ipal development.

Oikawa is disappointed that
no city officials attended the
meeting even though the
group invited them.

“'We wanted the sympo-
sium to serve as a forum for
cifizens and city officials to
seek ways to preserve the en-
vironment,” Oikawa said.

‘1 know the government
has spent a lot of time and
money drawing up develop-
ment plans, but it should have
the courage to review them
onice it realizes the place 15
abundant in nature.’’ she
said

The Tsuchiura official said
the ¢ity recognizes the virtue

of preserving Ohike's natural

environment, but the city
needs a stronger call for con-
servation from landowners
and the assembly to review
the whole plan.

Shigematsu says that al
though if always seems i
possible to overturn govern
ment development projects it
may be a good time fo chal
lenge thal practice as more
people start to question the
meaning of development af:
ter the bursting of the “bub
ble economy.’’ .




