These plans for change are
not sitting on the desks of the
eity fathers, al least not yet.
In fact, patriarchs in the re-
gion have their own grandiose
schemes in mind.

Sadly, their plans to devel:
op a huge airport and numer-
ous high-tech complexes
threaten to destroy much of
the remaining natural envi-
ronment in the area.

For: the moment, the
“greenprints’ for change are

| in the hands of a rapidly
| growing community of con

cerned and active cilizens.
Their aim: to guide Nagoya

\-and the Chubu region toward

a sustainable and ecologically
sound future. -

Neither their concept nor
their concern are unusual
Citizen coalitions worldwide
are seeking to promote sus-
taingbility and benign urban
growth. Japan is no excep-
tion: Groups here are erganiz-
ing recycling programs and

- organic food cooperatives and

pushing for legal and city-
planning reform.

What is remarkable in Na-
goya is the diversity of indi-
viduals involved and the ar-
ray ol activities being under-
taken., TForeigners from
around the globe are joining
with Japanese in efforts

which include government

lobbying, awareness-raising
events, plans for & fubure
ecocity, recycling and eco-
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Crane, an American who
has Hved in Nagoya for five
years, has dne goal in life.
“My mission,” she said, “isto
be a catalyst for ordinary citi-
zens to make a commitment
to taking responsibility for
our collective global future.”

A bit much to bite off, some
might say. Bul Crane seems
up to the challenge, as her ac-
complishments so far prove.

Her primary work is direct-
ing the Nagoya Karth Day
Committee, which she estab-
lished in 1990. Recently the
commiftee has begun concen:
trating on coordinating and
planning “Eco-Design Chu-
hu.”” Aceording to Crane, the
project is intended to “give an
ecological focus to future de-
velopment in the Chubu re-

ton.’

With other activists she is
also organizing ecotours of
key environmental sites in the
southern Chubu region. And
with more than 60 other
groups and hundreds of indi-
viduals, Crane and her associ-
ates are seeking to prevent
the damming of the Nagara
River.

She is also the international
correspondent for Save Fuji-
mae Agsociation (SFA). Led
by Tsuji Atsue of Meijo Uni-
versity, SFA is working to
prevent destruction of the Fu-
fimae tidal fiais in Ise Bay,
Nagoya:

Fujimae has been recog-

the United Nations of Youth
Alliance Conference last fall
in Belorus.

Asa result, a Nagoya chap-
ter of UNOY has been estab-
lished. The group wilt work to
encourage universal repre-
sentation for youth and youth
organizations throughout Ja-
pan and worldwide.

According to Crane, her
present swirl of activity be-
gan with a single phone call,
She had been Hving quietly in
Nagova for two years when,
in early March 1990, she saw
o listing of Earth Day activi-
ties in the Japan Environ-
ment Monitor, a monthly

English publication, contaet

phone: (0552) 28-5386.

She phoned the Tokyo office
of Barth Day Japan, hoping
they would let her sing at one
of the events scheduled for
April in Tokyo. Instead they
asked her to organize an
event in Nagoya.

Within weeks Crane had es-
tablished the Nagoya Earih
Day Committee.

On International Earth
Day, April 22, 1990, as events
were being held all across the
world, Nagoya held one of its
own. Despite rain, more than
450 people attended.

Earth Day Nagova has
since blossomed. In 1991, the
event ‘attracted 30 informa-
tion booths, many entertain-
ers and 5,000 participants. In
1992, performers and 56 dif-
ferent groups attracted over
6:000 visitors. This year, ac-
tivities will be taking place
each weekend threughout
April,

“Feo-Design Chubu’l will
be the theme of this year’s
event. Nagova has billed it

‘self “Design City Nagova™

since hosting the World De-
sign Expo in 1989 Crane’s
commitiee has chosen to add
the ‘eco’’ prefix and expand
the present theme's geo-
graphic area.

The syntactical changes
are intended to give the city’s
present theme an ecological
focus and a broader base. In
this way, local citizens hope
to encourage comprehensive,
environmentally sound and
sustainable  land-use ap-
proaches in the region.

Such regional scoping
would ensure more rational
and better informed govern-
ment decision-making.. In
turn, city planning, develop-
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In addition, a comupetition will

be held for Eeo-Design Chubu

master plans and 3-D models.

The Nagoya Earth Day
Committee will be encourag-
ing citizens to participate at

every level, from conception

to implementation. In short,
the citizens will be asked to
determine what fheir needs
are rather than letting bu-
reaucrats tell them.

“The -idea of creating an
ecological city isn’t new, but
actually few cities . . have
been able to manifest ecologi-
cal city planning,”’ wrote
Crane in a newsletter she pub-
lishes monthly in English and
Japanese. ‘Any city that does
would instantly be of interna-
tional interest.”

“Our city leaders indicate
their desire fo become truly
internationalized,’”’ she con-
tinied. {Perhaps our leaders
could be persuaded to make a
lasting contribution to the
world by developing our city
along the guidelines offered
under the theme of [Eco-De-
sign Chubul”

The Earth Day Nagoya
Committee is now seeking in-
dividual and company en-
dorsements as well as finan-
cial support for the project.

The blessoming of environ-
mental concern in Nagoya
has been the work of numer-
ous dedicated - volunteers,
Crane stressed. She also
asked that they all be credited
~< by name, Clearly, Crane’s
experience and her degree in
environmental and systemat-
ic biology have taught her the
importance ~of . inferdepen-
dence within and among eco-
systems.

She did, however, give spe-

‘cial thanks to the staff at

Earth Day Japan, for getting
her into the mess she's in:
She loves it. But what made
Crane think that one person
could make a difference?
Maybe Margaret Mead said
it best: “Never doubt that a
small proup of thoughtful,
committed - citizens  can
change the world: Indeed it’s
the only thing that ever has.”
Crane may have had uncer-
tainties in the past, but now
she is just foo busy. There
simply is not enough time in
her schedule for doubt.
Formore: information: about .Eco-De-
Sign Chubu-and the activities:of the Na-

goya ‘Earth . Day -Commitiee  contact
phone or fax: (052):721-7095.
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