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Inthe last light of 2 cold Oc-
tober day I waited and at last
caught a faint sound. As dusk
fell, a great cackling flock of
geese,  thousands  strong;
streamed across the cloudiess
sky and swept in to their
roosting site at the edge of the
coastal salt marshes.

As they flew over 1 paid
homage to a childhood hero,
naturalist and writer W.H.
Hudson, who had described
hisown sightings, at the same
spot exaetly 80 years before,
as the most magnificent spec:
tacle held ever seen in Eng-
land. I can only agree with his
description.

Yet when Hudson watched
those Norfolk goose flocks he
was far from home, and per-
haps they conjured up images

of great waterfowl flocks held:

watched and loved as a boy.

Born on the wide-skied
pampas of Argentina in 1841,
Hudson had grown up ap in-
quisitive lad, exploring the
countryside with all the curi
osity of a child foday ina toy
shop: He grew up spending
hours observing and learning
about the lives of the fascinat-
ing creatures he found, from

gorgeous butterflies to deadly

pit vipers:

On calm nights he heard,
over the insect chorus, ring-
ing cries in the darkness, the
sound of wings and the calls
of migrating swans, the mat-
ing chorus of the marsh frogs
filling the air - a first-hand
education for a nature-writer
to be.

The depth of his apprecia-
tion of life was enormous, and
his later ability to describe it
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MORFOLK goose of type often sighted by English naturalist-

writer WM. Hudson.

was deeply moving.
Two events in parficular

k shaped his life. His discovery

of “A Natural History of Sel:
borne.’ Gilbert White’s great
work, gave him inspiration
and an affinity with distant
England. Could Hudson possi:
bly have dreamed that future
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have forced him along a dif-
ferent path (and robbed us of
a great naturalist), butl the
need for convalescence set
him free to travel and study.

During the 1860s and 18708,
he traveled widely in Seuth
America, observing his be-
loved wildlife. For a while he
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orn on the Argentine pampas,

Hudson (1841»1992) grew up

observing and learning about ‘éhe
fascmatmw creatures he found

generations Gnine for exam-
pley, would grow up not only
on White's books, but also on
his own?

The second momentous im-
pact was his illness. First ty-
phus, then rheumatic fever
struck him at 15 and left him
weak and with a strained
heart. Good health might
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collected specimens for mu-
seums, and began corre-
sponding with eminent orni-
thologist Dr. Philip Sclater of
the Zoological Society, Lon-
don, who edited his notes
apout: the life histories of
birds,

Hudson's vouthiul pleasure
from natural history emerged
in prmt contributing signifi-

side the leading scientists of
the day, such as Swinhoe,
Pere David and Darwin — all
before he was even 380,

But Hudson's beloved pam-
pas were being dramed

great hordesof bn‘dx he k}veé
to wateh hunted toward ex-
tinction, and species which
had been common in his
vouth, such as the pretty
South  American  painted
snipe, declining as wetlands
disappeared.

He began to dread the fu-
ture, and the ready acceps

ornithology along

but through his own love of
nature he had defined his own
faith, in the “Earth life’ He
urged that it was Living crea:
tures that matiered, that the
natural lives and habitats of
wild creatures should be stud-
fed and understood lest they
be lost, and that wildlife and
human life together made up
the chain of nature.

Today millions of TV view-
ers watch programs based
around these themes. They
appear under different head-
ings, and few will have heard
of Hudson, but today ‘‘surviv:
al,’ “eonservation,” “ecolo-
gy, and “‘Gaia,” are all new
ways of expressing Hudson’s
“Earth life”

In England he found nature
also exposed fo terrible rav:
ages. Birds were being perse-
cuted and exterminated. The
contemporary fashion of
wearing feathers and wings
encouraged the killing of huge
numbers, while the populari-
ty of cage birds fueled a vast,
and cruel trade in wild birds.

Several groups battling
against these trades ultimate-
1y joined forces, forming the
Society for the Profection of
Birds (SPB). Membership
was at first confined to wom-
en, but a special exception
was made for a revered sup-
porter, adviser and guest of
honor at their meetings —
Hudson.

He now directed his talents
toward conservation of the
wildlife he cared for and
wrote widely guoted educa-
tional pamphlets aboul the
bird massacres. Helped by
the efforts of Hudson and oth-
ers, the SPB hattled on and
was transformed: It became
“royal’’in 1904, and was on
its way to becoming the now
world-famous RSPB.

During this period his es-

_savs, blending fravel, adven-

fure and evolutionary debate,
developed g strong foﬂawmg
Eventually he had distilied 30
years of learning and passion,
and within four years of the
SPB’s modest beginnings.
“The Naturalist in La Plata’
and ldle Days in Patagonia”
ubliched “and “hailed

Widely as masterpieces.

The S5PB’s official writer
had emerged from obscurit
to wide acclaim. Many books
followed (the most famous be-
ing the novel, “Green Man-
stons'), and he began to take
his material not only from his
Argentine memories but also
his  English experiences,




