BRUSSELS (UPI:Kyodo) Lead-
ing . animal:rights
Tuesday announced a chal-
lenge ‘to the first European
patent ever awarded for a ge-
netically engineered animal
species,

“An increasing number of
people view animals not as
existing simply for our use
and profit, but as our fellows
creatures — capable, like ug;
of feeling pain and suffering,”
the ‘group’s Compasgsion in
World Farming and the Brit-
ish Union for the Abolition of
Vivisection said ‘in announc:
ing a challenge to a patent on

groups.

the so-calied “Oncomouse.’”’
“Oncomice’arelaboratory
mice genetically engineered
to have increased cancer sus-
ceptibility. L
Harvard University re-
searchers created the crea-
tures by inserting ‘“‘enco-
genes,)’ or cancer-causing ge-
nomes, into the animals nor-
mal * genetic material —
markedly increasing the ani-
mals Likelihood of developing
tumors. : ‘

Proponents claim the ge-
netically engineered mice
will prove valuable to cancer
researchers.




