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KEYOTO — The medical de-

| partment of Kyoto University on
Me}néay gassed then burned

| about 2,000 laboratory rats be-
i cause many of the rodents were

mid-November found abna:}rmai
symptoms as rough skin among |
_the 30 rats, which were brought |

mm the department’s animal ex-

peri
Sta

es by one of its research staff.

isease in
niversi-

hurmans,; according to ¢
ty spokesman,

Immediately after finding the
virus infection in November 1997,
10 researchers in the department
in Sakyo-ku, Kvoto, who cante in
contact with the infected rats were

~ closely examined. Tests of one of
_ the researchers proved positive to

Following examinations at an |
(saka Univeraity medical lab, the |

HERS viruses
three of the rats,

ere spotied in

Subsequent sampling tests of

other rats belor
University’s five
that 70.7 perce
also infected with

ging to Kyoto
ab rooms found
t of them were
the viruses.

Department officials reported

the viruses of “hemorrhagic fever
with renal syndrome’” (HERS),

the spokesman said.

The HERS viruses reportedly
infect humans through rats and
then cause acute fever accompa-
nied by internal bleeding and
high-protein urine. The viruses
cannot be transmitted between
humans.

The disease first broke outin
Osakain 1960, Twoof the 115in-
fected died but no such casés have
been reported since 1986, -

According to the spokesman,
nspc,cto:s of the departmem in

the icident to the FEducation

Ministry in fate Decernber, afier

destroying about 300 rats at the
five labs: Meanwhile, in-depth in-
vestigations on the incident were
launched to détermine the routs
of infection,

The department resumed
Monday burning the other 2,000

rats. Officials will further disinfece

lab rooms and experiment tools

for one month, and also provide |
quarantines to 20 medical re- |

searchers and students. During
the period, all rat-related experi-

ments in the department will be

suspended,

ment facility from the United |
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