New look,
focus eyed
by Ueno Zoo

Tokyo's 110-year-old Ueno
700 has embarked on a pro-
gram to take it into the 2ist
century:

Zoo authorities say thaf in-
stead of just displaying ani-
mals, like conventional z00s,
they will promote breeding
endangered antmals and edu-
cating the public on the im-
portance of preserving theen-
vironment.

Called ““Zoo 2001 plan,” itis
part of a blueprint for change

drawn up by the Tokyo Metro-.

politan Government for its
zoos and aguariums.

The basis 18 a world strate-
gy for wild animal protection
announced in 1980 by the In-
ternational Union of Nature
Conservation. '

Under the plan, about ¥55.9
billion will be spent by the end
of the decade for animals;
with particular attention on 50
rare species.

As a fivst step, Ueno Zap —
the nation’s oldest — is con-
structing a new habitat for go-
rillas and tigers for comple
tion in 1994.

The facility, with a total
floor space of 4,400 sq. me-
ters, will have basement liv-
ing quarters for animals and
a ground-floor “display area,
with vegetation simulating a
natural environnient.

The public will be able to
view the animals through re-
inforeed glass windows.

The 700 plans to obtain two
bands of gorillas, each with
five members, and hopes to
develop a breeding program.

The zoo's breeding pro-
grams will involve 16 species
in all, including western low-
land gorilias, Bengal wild-
cats, Malayan bear and Afri-
can python: ~

The zoo also plans tobuild a

TIGERS will be getling a new home at Ueno Zoo

seminar house and a facility
for training environment edu-
cation specialists,

The 14-hectare zoo current-
Iy has about 2,000 animals and
fish of about 400 species.

The number of visitors has
been declining  gradually
front 4,54 million in 1989 to
4.45 million in 1990 and 4.24
million in 1991,

Mitsuko Matsui, who bes

came the zoo's director in Ju-
ly, said the zoo is brying fo
keep its animals healthy and
make their living “environ-
ment as close as possible toa
natural setting.

The 144-member Japan Zoo
and Aquarium Association al-
so has programs for animal
breeding and preservation,
but the Ueno Zoo's plan is far
larger in scale, according to

‘the association.

GORILLAS are one of 16 animal species targeted for a breed-
e mennram at Tokvo's Ueno Zoo.




