A WHALE-CHASING SHIP hauls two whales back to lts mother ship to be bulchered

in the seas off Norway. dpapHoto

By HELGE OEGRIM

OSLO (dpa)y Norway’s fishermen will
5000 be allowed to hunt whales again, as
the numbers of one species have stabis
Hzed during a six-year ban. Now environ-
mentalists in Norway are caught be-
tween national feeling and the interna-
tional conservation movement.

Whaling has a long tradition in Norway
and almost no one in the country sup-
ports “ethical” arguments against the
Kkilling of-the mammals.

“ At the same time however, the Norwe-

glan-sections of mternatmnal environ-

mental Organizations like Greenpeace

and the World Wide Fund for Nature are

coming under stroyig pressure from

members and sympathizers abroad fo
. oppose whaling.

This issue is even more fraught than
one might think, because it could affect
the Nordic environmentalists’ access to

the foreign funds fhat are administered
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However, the Norwegian branch of the
charity does not agree with the Oslo gov-
ernment’s intention of leaving the Inter-
national Whaling Commission if it goes
against the recommendations of its own
experts and fails {o allow the hunting of
minke whales soon.

Of the big environmental organiza-
tions, only Greenpeace remains firmly
opposed to whale hunting in any shape or
form.

Bellona, the best known environmental
organization in Norway, has altered ils
policy and issued a conditional ves to
whaling.

The nature conservanecy association
has also expressed hesitant approval of
whaling, but the decision caused deep di-
visions within the organization.

The ‘‘Nature and Youth” movement.
unreservedly supports the government
stance in favor of commercial whaling
and campaigns vociterously abroad




