ments on fopics and hours
taught. Many people believe
thal these reguirements pre:
vent instructors from teach-
ing about the things that real-
ly matter, like environmental
problems.

Well, the system is not
changing quickly, but small
curriculum changes are being
made. Textbooks approved
by the ministry last year con-
tained environmental con-
cerns and next year's texis
will have expanded coverage.
Fortunately, creative teach:
ers around Japan are taking
advantage of these changes
and offering students broad-
ened, global perspectives:

Take, for example, Aya Sa-
to, a teacher at Hino-Minami
Junior High School in Yoko-
hama. Saio teaches English
to ninth graders and uses a
text published by Sanseido
called the New Crown English
Series 3.

Lesson 4, titled “Malay-
sig,’" has a short dialogue in
which fwo young people are
discussing ‘a photo of forest
destruction in Malaysia:
Jiro: Look at this photo. A lot

of forests in Malaysia
have gone.
May: S0 what?
Jiro: If tropical vain forests
g0, the earth will be-
come hotter: Tempera
tures will go up. What
will happen t6 the earth
then?
What?
The ice at the poles will
melt, and much of the
earth will g6 under wa:
ter.
May: Beally! 77

Ignoring for a moment

some. sweeping generaliza:

May:
Jiro:

togue offers teachers an un
usual chance to raise stu-
dents’ awareness. And that is
what Sato has done.

After studying the passage
and covering the key English
structures, she gave the stu-
dents a handout explaining
the value of tropical rain for-
ests, the causes of deforesta-
tion, and where losses are oc-
curring.

Finally, Sato gave her 14
and 15-vear-old students a
writing assignment. She
asked them to explain, in
English, what they thought
about the deforestation prob-
lem:

Their English was far from
perfect and, as Sato pointed
out, most of the students
wanted “{o say the ‘‘right
thing.”. But these consider:
ations aside, with a bit of ere-
ativity this group of students
has taken a step toward Eng-
lish, and global envivonment,
literacy. ~ .

Below is-a selection of the
students’ work, each com-
plete and unedited. Some are
serious, some humorous, a
few almost undecipherable,
but all are a delight to read.

it 18 very important. We
must kind. to the earth:

~-Hideyuki Kinoshita

When the wood and the na-
ture disappear it begin to fall.
When the light and the wind
disappear. And the earth and
the water stagnate. All fall
Don’t forget. Here is not only
for us.

= Mai Murakumo

I think to kill forests in [ig]

bad, We need forests. 8o we

~have o keep nature: But, we

need a lot of wods [wood] for
alive. We cut a lot of wods
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very difficult,
— Asako Yoshikawa
We are given the earth by
God! Itis very precious. Let’s
take good care of the earth!
—-Yasuko Endo |
If the earth will go under
water, we can not living
thing. I think. Protect tropical
rain forests. ]
— Yuji Yoshida |

I think that human must i
take care of nature. I want to
make earth which coexist live |
together nature and cities. In |
the earth we not only living.
= Sonoko Azevanagi
I think that human must
take care of nature. Don’t for-
get; earth is not only for us.
- Daisuke Yamaguchi

This is very sad. Because
people is very selfish. T want
peace. But in Malaysia is not
peace. I think Japan is very
greedy. Aund Japanese a
strong desire for money.

~=Jun Higuchi

1 think nature destruction
will stop.

—Fumihiro Ohashi

There -are many forest in
the world. But, Japanese cut
too much tree. Forest may
nothing in the world. So we
must save free.

~Makoto Otsubo

Human being think their
profit only. And human being
destroy nature [for] their
profit. So.we must make them
stop destroying nature and we
must-take care of all nature I
think such about shizen-hakai
(nature distruction). I have
heard about tropical rain for-
est and the other day 1 studied

ANIMAL
TRADE CONTINUING IN

JAPAN — Nine months after
(delegates from 190 nations
- met in Kyoto and pledged to
| strengthen international pro-

tection efforts, a Japanese
NGO has found that the illegal
wildlife trade is still booming
in Japan.

Tratfic Japan, the wildlife
trade monitoring arm of the
World Wide Fund for Nature
dapan, announced last month
that a survey of 30 pet shops
inthe Kanto and Kansai areas
turned up 18 shops selling en-
dangered species. Ninety-
seven animals vepresenting
11 different endangered spe-
cies were discovered. Some of
the animals had been legally
registered with the Environ-
ment Agerncy.

All of the species found are
listed In Appendix T of the

- Convention on International

Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES). Appendix I applies
to ‘species threatened with
extinetion’” and states that
“irade in specimens of these
species must be subject to
particularly strict reguls:
tion.”! CITES entered into
force in Japan in November
1980.

The Ministry of Internation:
al Trade and Industry han-
dies border and customs en
forcement of CITES, and the
Wildlife Section of the Envi-
ronment Agency covers do-
mestic  enforcement.  The

Wildlife  Section, however,

has only one fulltime officer.
On Dec. 17, Traffic officially
requested that the agency im-
rove its enforcement to com-
ly with CITES require-

about it in English class. 1
can'i do movement and other
things. But I want to think se-
riously aboutit. And I want to
do as my [I] ecan.

=~ Nobuhiro Katori

I think about forest some-
times. I not only think about
forest but also animals and
resources. 1 like books which
C.W. Nichols writed .. . Ev
ery book are essay or story.
They tell me a lot of things.

~ Takenobu Shimonishi

I'think we break nature. [
think bad. Some day we will
be brought disaster by it.

- Moriaki Kuwaiima

We must stop destruction:
ing the earth. I want {o say to
every human lives in earth.
“We must keep the nature,

ments. =
From:April a new law will
permit the agency to delegate

. responsibilifies for enforce-

ment to local governments.
While this change may help
crack down on illegal domes:
tic trade, the ageney remains
severely underfunded and un:
derstatfed.

Wildlife and wetlands pro-

tection are two areas of global

concern where Japan contin-
ues to lag behind other na-
tions. Despite talk to the con:
trary, the government has vet
to provide the Environment
Agency with the financial and
administrative clout needed
to effectively enforee environ:
ment protection activities in
these areas.




