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ing-issue. Antiwhaling inter:
ests are not.

But what it, for the sake of
Noel- Coward; both sides
agreed to compromise based

battles ahead.

TIME FOR INTROSPEC:
TION AT WWEJAPAN oo |
Seems like the World Wildlife |
Fund (WWF) is taking a beat- |

Yhe preponderance of available
scientific evidence supports the
position that carefully limited whale

hunting would not endanger the survival of
minke whales. Whales, however, are far
more difficult to count than sheep and

on the five principles laid out
above? The result would be a
unique  global  precedent.
Hereafter; citizens worldwide
could: demand that decision
makers apply the five-prinet-
ple approach to other ques-
tions of environment policy.

In Japan and abroad, con-

servationists would clearly
welcome such an end to

“business as usual.”’ Propo-
nents of business as usual
would be sent scrambling for
cover.

Were such-a “principled”
approach to decigipt-making

adopted, here are  some

changes which Japanese cifi-
zens might demand:

e Environmental Impact
Assessmernt (EIA) — The Di-
et would be forced finally to
adopt a national EIA law. An
EIA requirement contained in
the new comprehensive envi-
ronment law, now being con-
sidered by the Diet; was re-
moved from the draft legisla-
tion by industry and ministry
interests. Transparency and
public participation in any
EIA process would alse be re-
quired.

e Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) — What youdon’t
know can hurt you. Japan
would have to allow citizens
to peer behind the veil of se
crecy that now shrouds gov-
ernment activities. Given ac:
cess o information and pro-
cess, people could demand
“principled”  decision-mak-
ing.

e Community ‘“‘Right-to-
Know’ laws — Not only would
government activities have to
be transparent; but the busi-
ness sector would also need to
“come clean’’ with communi-
ties. Industries would be re-

some scientific uncertainty is inevitable.

ing from every corner. In
April two books criticizing the
activities: ol conservation
groups hit the bookstores and
both criticize WWE’s pro-
grams and: approaches.
Newsweek magazine (April
12) also carried a five-page
indictment of bungled efforts
to save the panda based on
one of the books, ““The Last
Panda” by biologist George
Schaller (University of Chica-
20 Press).

The second book, ‘Al the
Hand of Man,”’ by Raymond
Bonner (Alfred A Kriopl),
criticizes all the major envic
ronmental groups. Bonner
claims that these groups’ ac-
tivities are often based on
fundraising concerns rather
than on praciical action.

Growing criticism af the in-
ternational level will mean
heightened scrutiny for
WWE-Japan as well. Effec-
tive programs to protect en-
dangered  species will he
called for and WWF-Japan
will be expected to ensure the
viability and autonomy of
TRAFFIC Japan,

As part of the International
TRAFFIC network funded by
WWE, TRAFFIC Japan has

~been this nation’s most effec.

tive illegal trade watchdog to
date. Recently, however, per-
sonnel changes have raised
questions as to its continued
effectiveness.

TRAFFEIC Japan  has
played an essential role in reo-
ducing trade in endangered
species. Ongoing publicity of
TRAFFIC’s continuing pres-
sure on government and busi-
ness will be a clear signal that

- WWEF-Japan is sincerely pur-

suing an end to Japan’s illegal
frade.




