By ANDREW H MALCOLM

Falis ViLtage, Conn,
fyou've alierpic, you'd better hold
today’s column a little farther away
 thanusual, Tﬁx@r@ alot of fur in this
one.
Jeanne Toomey has 446 cals!
four hundreed and fociv i),
_ Thatmeans ber househoid contains
| /84 paws 448 eleann and eloguent
tails, 892 pointed bul luzzy eats and
enough feline nonchalance (o float an
ark. Theword isalse out in Litehiield

(Yes,

sﬂ(}uﬁ{‘f 5 mouse communiiy: Visiting

95 Belden Street can endanger your

But Ms. Toomey = estate ls more
‘than a catnip salesiuan s idea ol nir-
wana lis infact an endowed retire-
ment home —o for cats, No kidding,
Morethanhail come from
nwners who bequenthed funds to Ms,

Toomeyis home (o underwrite their
companioncat s o are inperpetuity.

(Theother 200 ave miobchers but
we don’t ke tosay that in front of

9
a nonpr olit organiza-
s harth e}f ‘qu

 nécticut sprime rural real estate
that humans like Mia Farrow, theac-
tress and Henry Kissinger, theex-
b t.pay afortunetouseasapart-
time getaway. The cats live in these
wooded hills full titne free. (8o, who

got the smaﬂe? deal?)

The Last Post was opened 10 vears
ago by Pepeen Fitzeeralda solt-
hearted New York Uity radio persen-
ality who tallked about animals 5o
much before her death in 1980 that
some WOR listeners sent in their
pets, One cat led to another, as cats
seemiodo (Let’sbefrank O.K.?
Who's going to turn away a sodden
soul who shows up with a fecble

meow but no endowment?) Now, ina

kind of feline socialism, endowment

income and donations support both

affluent cats and moochers,
There's Chester, who became the

grumpiest resident as sconashe won

the monthly Friendliest Cat Award;
he gets an entire chair (o bimsell
whenever he wanis. There's Bronda,
Wwith her Hitle pixie face, and Moe,
with the bent left ear. There's Poop-
sie who's 22 and hali blind, and
Patches, who's nsed up seven ol his
lives, Sidney, who thinks he's a king,
and Scooter, who talks to himself.
Youwalk into the home’s day room
(carefully maintained at 68 dogrecs)
d the residents ave everywhere,
pally inthe same social groupings
on familiar perches at the same Line
very davioinvar
ing. There's the morning TV group
d the afternoon TV group, There
arethose who take the morning air
out on the huge wooden deck and
those who prefer the wesker alter

who daily pick 2 catnip “f{;y fromithe
raini-mountain of toy mice and balls,
and there ave the glder residents who
watch such vouthful tomicolery with
the jealous disdain of middle ape.

Residents come and go through
floor-level windows and have the run
offive fenced acres of woods contain:
inganyvadventure a cai‘ icimid want
save, perhaps, s i

Newcomers stay %;vmefiy inaspe-
cial room where Michael Cohen, Judy

and the Last Post's five other

rnbers ang numerous volun:
teers mg and help new residents shed
the emotional baggage of being lost
or ease the adijustment from family
into institutional living. The other day
Nike was hesitantly starting to step

‘noon sun. There are the young ones

his cage three weeks afier his
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owner, Blanche Bond, died
Waynesviile Mo
Cats over 14, whoprefer
date environment, inhabit |
© Building, where the music
are softer.

o
Speaking of which, every
At 7:30 workers gole out 120
five kinds of Briskies food.
reportthat Beel 'nGravye
Mixed Grill as the favorite,
fional 2 pounds ol dry fond
during afierhoon snacks B
ter not cut in line ' There is
eating order,” says Mr. Col
loves cats despite his asthn
same ones eat in the same (
the same bowl everyday.”’
Attheotherendol life's
ties a local lnmberyard doy
monthiy truckload of sawd
Dr. David Sandefer over at
Road Animal Hosplial pros
une discount veterinary oe
tors are welcome every da
AMountil4d PM. Many cals
able for adoption, with prog
ences,

Last Postis also home (o
rabbits and a sheep named
whothinkshe'sacatand i
soceer. But cats like Ethel,
and Jersey City reipn in M
mey’s home, as 57 million
inother American househo
tired veteran newWspaper re
Ms. Toomey sees these sin
fident creatures arriving &
" venience pet of the 80's and
Ctryis faverite animal comp

fa:rt come Jan. 20, Millic B
E (gmshes her last post asthe
| First Petto Socks Clinton.
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