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Roof shark draws
planners’ teeth

By Michael Fieet

THE: glass-fibre shark that
‘has adorned.the roofof a ter:
raced house in Oxford for six
years capremain asa symb{)l
of rebellion against drab uni-
formity, Mx Michael Howard,
Environment Secretary, “has
ruled:

The 25t shark, with :its
head crashing through the
tiles of No 2 New High Street;
Headington, has become a
touristattraction buthasinfu:
riated the local council ever
since it was put up without
planning pe;mz%%mn

Atapublicinquiry, councils
lors were accused ‘of being
killjoys forwanting the shark
removed:

Mr: Peter Macdonald, z‘he
DoFE planning inspector, said
inhis decision: 1 cannot
believe: that the purpose of
planning controlis fo enforce
a boring and mediocre
uniformity.

“Anyosystem of-control
mustmake some space forthe
dynamic; the unexpected and
the downright quirky, or we

shall:all be the poorer forit. I

believe that this is one case
where a little ‘vision and
inaginationis appropriate.”

My Bill Heine, the shark’s
owner and: a BBC local:radio
phone-in host; said the deci-
sion was Hworidertul news”
and-a mcmiv for. common
sense. “The shark is one of
the most exciting pieces..of
public sculptaresin the coun-
try. Itwill iveron forever.

Mr Howard said the council
had been too concerned-about
damage to the'supposed har:
mony of the street; and had
noted that the area was
“essentially undistin-
guished’:

The shark was made by Mr
John:Buckley, an Oxfordshire
artistyand has been in news:
papers and on television pro-
grammes aroundthe world:

Mr John Power, chairman
of Oxford City Council’s plan-
ning committee, sajd the
ruling was a ‘‘victory for
anarchy’.

He added: 1 intend to iry
to challenge the decision and
will be seeking legaladvice.”

Oxford shark:victory for the unexpectedly quirky




