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Valentme S cards heip hlmgry kids

: Tokya offxce worker M1ka

Yamanokawa expected a loss

when she printed 500 Valen-
tine’s Day cards to raise mon-
ey for charity but was sur-

prised to find her idea a wm-‘

ner.

Upset over the excesses of
the - Japanese-style Valen-
tine’s Day, when' chocolate
companies encourage women
to give chocolates to men, Ya-
manokawa. said she -decided
to use the concept to help hun-
gry children in Thll‘d World
countries, .o

- She ‘printed: 500 Valentme
each 'with " pictures
drawn ‘by ‘children living
overseas. The pictures came
from" Kids’* Earth"-Fund; a
Japanese foundation based in
Harajuku, Tokyo; that chan-
nels money to Third World
children and envxronmental
causes.

Yamanckawa sald she omg
inally read of the fund in her

‘company’s in- house newslet-

ter s
Yamanokawa had the cards

- printed with® the message:

"‘Instead of chocolate I'm

giving you a‘green Earth”

and started selling them to fe- .

male colleagues at Sumitomo
Marine and Flre Insurance

Co.::

Thcy cost her YIOO each to
produce -and sold for. Y200,

with the difference. going tcx

an “Earth tax” fund she es-
tablished . to . .assist . Third

_World children...

- Word - traveled aro‘uknd the
company and to her surprise,

they quickly sold out,

Yamanokawa sard it -ap-
peared i many - women - were
happy to know that their mon-
ey Is going toward helping
hungry children instead of be-
ing lavished on chocolates.

" She said she hopes men will
alsobe pleased with the senti-
ment expressed in the cards.

“Ill be interested to see
how the men respond,” Ya-
manokawa -said. “I'll print
lots of them next year.”

Yamanokawa hopes her
idea is adopted nationwide.
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