kind words for these parasites. Arach-
nids, not insects (they have eight legs, -
“not six}, ticks feed on the blood of many
different animals. They can take a long
time to suck up their blood meals. They -
may feed on more than one type of ani-
mal during the various stages of their life.
And they live a long time. All that makes
“them ideal spreaders of disease. The

lick-borne ailment.of most concern today

is Lyme disease, which afflicted about

pets last year (it's kriown that dogs get

© cats.do). Other diseases ticks ‘spread.

_include ‘Rocky Mountairi spotted fever, ;i' :

 babesiosis, Q fever, and tularemia. Sub-
stances in the saliva of some species

can also.cause & samet:mes~§ata ailment

called tick paralysis.

Fortunately, ticks aren’t very mobite. To ;

find their meals, most species engage in
‘questing,” particularly at the farval stage.

_The creature crawls up the nearest blade

~ of grass or weed stalk, anchors its hind

-~ legs, and blindly waves its other legs;

- hoping to snag a passing animal. How

- high the tick crawls usually determines

- the size of the catch—mouse; dog, deer,

__ human. Some species may also follow
- chemical signals—carbon dioxide

- exhaled or butync acid excreted«
downahost. =

Before setﬂmg down to feed ticks
often wander around orithe host and.

- may even take a taste fo make sure”

- they've made a good ¢hoice, Most spe-

- cies feed for days or'even weeks,
anchoring themselves with a cementlike
chemical that makes them difficult 1o
remove, Others feed fora few hours
‘then drop off.

~ Types: The brown dog tick, with an elon-
_gated, reddish-brown body-about-an

eighth of aninch long, is the main tick to

plague dogs. Found throughout the ULS;,

_ it may-infest houses as well as kennels

and lawns. While awaiting a meal, this

-species crawls upward looking for cracks

and crevices te hide in, so it may be

found indoors in such places as door and
window moldings, curtains, and pictures
hanging on the wall. It rarely bothers

canine piroplasmosis, and malignant

faundice in pets. On dogs, adults usually

feed in the ears or between the ioes,

while larvae and nymphs are most often

found on.the back. Peak seasons, espe-
ially inside: fall and winter.

The American dog tick, a dark brown
and white oval creature one-quarter inch
long; prefers mice or voles in the larval or
nymphal stages and as an adult favors
large mammals—raccoons, dogs, peopls.
Common east of the Rockies and along
the Pacific coast in woods and fields, it
can spread Rocky Mountain spotted fever
and tularemia to people and pets and
cause tick paralysis. Peak seasons:
spring and late summer.

The northern deer tick in the East and

The nuture of the besst: 1t's hard to think of

= 8000 people and an-unknown number of ,

Lyme disease and fairly certain that some: .-

frack

e northern deer tick and nym

V*mns signs: During tick season, ook fcr

the adults or nymphs on the animal twice
week. Places 1o check: inthe ears,

;between the toes, and on the back-and.

"tached !arge ticks: the sticky kind of int
roller can remove small ticks such as the
northem deer nck‘ emava attached ticks

i the tick pops or
tears, you expose yoursetf to any dis-
ease-can’ymg orgamsms Inits bicod To

on confact. Some fcrmulanons {see list-
ngs) are safet use.

people, but can cause anemia, paralysis, o

" species of marmmals; birds, and reptilgs:
In addition to spreading Lyme disease;
~this tick hasa painful bite that may take
~days to heal. Peak season for larvae and

nymphs-is spring. Adults are most act fve

- the western black-legged tick in the West
both spread Lyme disease. The northern
. deer tick; dark-brown and ‘aboiit the size
- of a sesame seed, is fairly fussy aboutits
- meals.'Larvae and nymphs primarily feed'

-on white-footed mice; adulls on deer.
Unfortunately, the creature sometimes :
feeds on-dogs; cats,-or humans. The™

~nymph transmits the spirochete of Lymey '

disease more readily than the'adult, so
the greatest danger of infection comes.in
late spring or early summer, when:

‘nymphs-are most active,

The western black-legged tck red- .

brown'as a female and brown-black as a
- male-and a bit'larger than its East:Coast

relative, is found primarily in humid .
- coastal areas of the West, especiallyin

grass or brush. It feeds on-more than 80

November to May.

The Rocky Mountain spotted fe\zer tick;
much like the American dog tick but paler
in color, also inhabits brush and grass in
the West. In addition to spreading the
disease for which it is named, it transmits
Q fever, tularemia, and Colorado tick
fever and can cause tick paralysis. Adult
ticks, the stage most likely to bite dogs or
humans, are most abundant in surnmer.

nfestation; Applied to clothing, it's also a
good way to protectyourse If 1 i

nsecnc;dal soap, cstrus
nd related chemical
(s} repei and kzi trcks

Ty to avosd fick habitats, especsal v m
- peak tick season. if your pet suffers
_ repeatedly from ficks; frytokeep it
ndoors, Clean up brush, wood piles and
‘ ther places ihat harbor rccsents Jthe:

S Abyme: chsease vaccine for dogs is

now being used with conditional Govern- :
_ment approval, based on limited testing
“{a-human-vaccine is still years away). But

veterinarians disagree abott whether the
- treatment.is effective, safe—or even nec-
- essary. Many more dogs appear to be :
. exposed-io'Lyme disease than actuaﬂy
©get it according to anecdotal reports col- -

lected by veterinarians at Cornell I Univer-

sity: And if dogs do-get the disease, with

its resulting fever, loss of appetiteand
* painful joints, most can be eas:iy treated
with-antibiotics. The vaccine is'being

advertised alt-around the country. While

Lyme disease has-been reported in'all
~but four states, the disease is concen-
trated in just eight states—Connecticut,
New York, New-Jersey; Rhode Island,
Delaware, Wisconsin, Maryland and
“‘Pennsylvania.
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