GUID
PES'I'-FREE
PET

Fido is dogged
by ticks. Fleas
are making
Kitty’s fur a
catastrophe.
Here, safe ways
to rid pets of
fleas, ticks,

and mites.

potent remedies. Chemicals such as carbaryl (Sevin), found in
some flea and tick collars or sprays, kill pests, but they also might
harm you or the pet.

Inn this report, we give you less-toxic ways to relieve a dog’s or

s of 1989, there were 50 million dogs and 58 million
cats in the U.S. It's a safe bet that there were also more
than enough fleas, ticks, and mites to cause every one
of them misery now and then. When pets are plagued, sympa-
thetic owners are easily tempted to come to their aid with

causeintenseitchingand mﬁammatx
fthe skin. in many amma s, the ¢

~ sonfor ﬁeas summer and fall
i there's been a lot of rain.
- TypesiThe cat flea, probably the mos
© - common species, attacks bothi cals and
 dogs, particu aﬂy in the East-and West
~ The very similar dog flea is found
. throughout the U.8. except in th
- Hockies. The sttcknght flea, a specie
 found pﬁmaﬁ iy in the South, infests ;)mﬁ«
 iry but also sometimes attacks the ears.
of dogs andcats. '
 Warning signs: Suspect fteas n‘ the pet:
- scratches a lot. Stanting inspring orearly
~ summer, check your pef every week or
- two. Look for little white or black specks
{eggs and fecal pellets); small red spots
on the skin:(the bites), or the fleas them-

selves. To find the fleas, regularly groom

 the pet with'a flea comb; a fine-toothed

metal device available at pet stores. Put.
 Vaseline on the base of the comb's testh.
o make the fleas stick, and flick any you:

{ind:info alcohol or soapy water. One or
two flaas may-be just passing through. if

the number of fleas starts 10 rise, it's time:

to take actm

.olls; which kil a

' pyrethmm/py:eﬁxm@d/mtamne family of
© “hotanical” insecticides, Products contain-
ing piperonyl bikoxide, or petroleum distil-

cidal soaps, all of which damage
) exoskaietan, causing ﬁ’xe creature 1o

out and die. Slighly more foxic, especial
1o cats; who ick their fur frequently: citns

Il fiea stages, and the

lates should be used cauticusly-—the lol

_term health effects of those chemicals .
“arentyet known.

- Avoid standard flea collars unless

pet suffers frony a chronic infestati
Collars continuously expose ihe pet
“rcompounds that'are foxic to mammals
c.well-as insects. Some collars contal
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cat’s distress. Specific products are listed on page 565.

sidues. Some contain ﬁammabie pze~ .

peliants or solvents, makmg Heir use

round appliances with pilot lights dan-

afous. Sometimes, however, a fogger i is

ihe only thing that can eliminate ﬁe&s
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