The strains of rangu plano

mtsic cotld be heard as Yuji Ya-

buta called the assembled com-
pany to attention.

“The Tamura family funeral
service for their pet dog Chaku
will now begin,’’ he said
solemnly, .

The site of the service! The
back of 2 microbus, parked inthe
front of their house near JH
Onmiva station

Vabuta i the manager of a
kind of mobile funeral parlor for
hereaved families to lay to rest
their dear departed Shiros and
Tamas. ‘

He had been called out to the
Tamura household to lay to rest
Chakuchan, the poodle, who had
had the honor of being the fami-
1y pet for 15 years.

The four bereaved members of
the Tarnura family sat ina space
in the middie of the microbus o
say a few prayers before the al-
tar and say their final goodbyes
to Chakuchan lving instateina
special casket inside.

Yabuta waits for the grieving
family to finish, then he fakes the
body, places it in the crematori-
um in the back section of the bus
and fhcks the switch,

Yabuta got into the pat crema-
tion business four years ago
when he lost the dog he had kept
as a pet for many years. He had

_ the dog's body cremated, but
when he received the remains
from the crematorium a few
days later all sealed up in a small

urn, he wished that he had been
able o fsee lim oft

The micrebus is a nine-seater
modified for the purposes of pet
cremation @ world first accord:
ng ko Yabute,

He uses special fuel inthe cre-

 mabion so that the burnios b

ies do not smell Yabuta's
conscientiousness and graveside
manner earns himasmany as 10
requests per day from people
wanting him to come and lay
their pels! souls o rest

Though pel cremation s 4

sérvice offered at jotal dovern:
ment facilites and by special pri-
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vate businesses, Yabuia's
business is the firstof liskind in
the capital, The whole process of
cremation takes one hour, the
ceremony finishing when the
bereaved receive the urn with
the remains of their pet inside.

e are so thankiul thatl we
have been able o provide Chaku-
chan with a filuing tribute after
having her living with us as part
of the family for the past 15
years,”’ said Shizue Tamura,
“Nothing can take the place of
that dog in our family,’ she
sohbed.

The 48,000 yen price tag for the

_day included the ceremony, the
cromation, the urn and the
caskel ’

Shigeru Yoshida is the owner
of a plot of land of around 2,600
square meters in area which
tsed 1o be a pear orchard until

Jast year when he chopped down

511 the \rees and nace the land
into & memorial park, complete
with chapel and crematorium
made of concrele,

_The cost for two years intern-

mont in one of the lockerdype
receptacles can be anywhere be-
tween 20,000 and 60,000 yen, de-
pending on the size of the pet.

A1} the head stones for graves
are in polished stone and can be
purchased for 280,000 yen. There
are already over 200 pets which
have been “resident” at the park
for aver one year:

The Management and Coordic
nation Agency conducted a sur
vey which revealed that the
nuraber of households with pets
has increased by aboul 35 per-
cent in the last 15 years,

Another survey conducted by
the Agriculture, Forestry and
Fishories Ministry has revealed
that the level of production of pet

_food has increased by double
digit percentages each year for

the past few years.

14 1984 were o represent 160
units of petfood production, then
industry would have produced
236 units in 1089,



