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BEING FINGERED as the
eruellest village in Spain has
upset the folk of Villanueva
de la Vera,

‘Donkeys!  loedy don-
keysi’ storms FEnulio San
Miguel, proprietor of the
village bar,' ‘Next the bxg
softcs o Madeid will be
grresting Don  Quixote for
fetting Sancho Panza ride one,’
ke s2ys to applause from the
azsembled company.

* B

word in Villanuevd de Ja Vera,
a mountain v;uacu in I}“'ri
western pmv'nce of Ciceres.
Hext week they celebrate the
gncient festival of Pero Paln
which b'fmgs flocks of tcu:zsta
from Britain and the rest of
Europe to this remote spot,

Tempers are running high
hiere, however, becauss a

tradition which has become a
sONree -ﬂf ““’“Duu ¢ai TDCars

feopardised by the animal
grotection iobby,

E} full-page odv wmeni’
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Ani Rxghts Dc;enw As<~
geiation condemned the reaple
of Villanevva de la Verz for
their inhumanity.

The clum is that during the
fostival of Pero Palo, a fat man
gides the oidest donkey inn the
village vl it literally drops

paneath him. The  village
ghifdicn jump on board for
good measure to ensure the
beast has absolutely no chance
65 survival,

% huve lived here for 56
years and never has & donkey

died during our festival,” says
San Miguel,

A little probing and he
prepared to water ¢ “'ﬁ this
statement with the endorse-
ment of his - drinking

animal love
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*has ¢ oecome‘ 3 dirty
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CARMEL FITZSIMONS
reports from the
Spanish mountain
community of
Vmaaumja de ia \!era

compamcns 'OI\. mﬂess of
course it is a very, verv infirm

_donkey and then it would be a

terrible accident

“donkeys deliberately,” he séys

with some bravado,

" The village's attitude to the
animal rights campaipners is
simple and proudly dismissive.
San Miguel's son, jode, poiuiz
to his iorehe'id and mutters,

Loco .

In Mairid, Jorge Roos of the
Animal Rights Defence Ass-
ociation, is used to beoing
regarded as a lunatic by some
Gf his compatriats. Sympathy
i 3 auli‘mu rigins uampai m.m
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HMe explains that each vear
the association chooses 2
specific tareet in its drive to

. alert Spaniards to the issue of

animal cruelty.

‘Last year we highlighted
the brutality in Corria where a
bull is ki iiﬁd by the populace

who blow darts at it vntil it

bieeds o deails. While it sl
Hives its testicles are cut off as
a tophy. 1t is a disgusting
dispiay of misplaced miech-

fsmey’ hesaido
Roos dges not belieys ‘the

disclaimer - by the vi 2, ger
Villanueva u, Ia Vera. fe is
certain that the donkey does
dieand that it is part of a ritual
re-enactment of Christ’s ride
1o Jerusajorn,
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doves, chicken
¥ wrnary fesis
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*Spain is a country where the
poor people have bees domi-
nated for so long that they have
8 very deep need to dominate
gomeone or something elze
thenwselves., Oftea it s the
animals——bulls and donkay&w«
which end up a3 our wctxm,
be said,

He says the a aocxatmn s
campaigning against thg plovit-

b

traditions. It fears tha
ity towarts animels
sold to tourists 4s par
Spain’s cultural heritage,

‘In the North, th
festival where they
goose upside down a
river and the voung mep o
out and try aud break its nﬁﬁf‘
vy hanging from 11, How can
this be a tourist sy ectacle ? 3t
is a nightrmare,’

We are very goe ;
burros’ says the woman. She
quote% a local proverb which,
;wgm,f wanslaied, says 40
pairs of shiogs are still miet
enough to outwsar the hosves
of a hardworking donkey.

Already in the village, this
year’s crop of hire cars from
Madrid is beginning to appesr.
Tourists ynay exclaim over the
quaintness of the village sirests
and ?he rmamie’s cuxtorﬁ% But

it wv at windm zh\, or m}t

“‘”‘ 2 The RSFCA yesterday dslted
‘» pain to ban the dmﬁ(&f
r,fushmf’ at Villanpsva
Vera,

The RSPCA wmid it wou
seek logislation through the

I:mone‘zn. Parliamert i the
Spanisk Government 12 -fuses to
act, The REPCA is

protesting 10 the Sp
Tourist Koard and Larmﬁ%}d‘q
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