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by KEVIN TODLIS

GOVERNMENT scientists
will be seeking around 30
chimpanzees to inject with
the Aids virus if plans to set
up & new research laborat-
ory ot Porton Down in
Wiltshire get the go-shead,

The oty other Alds labotatos
ries using primates are in the
United States. The labs require
stringant cnrurlfy tn gﬁfefﬂxqr&
stan Tand the “public fmm the
Aids-infected chimpanzees,
which are housed in special
metal and gless-walled cages
connected to independent air
gystems,

‘At this point chimpanzess
are the only miodel available te
do human Axd% virus vagtine
woerk, They are 100 per cent
infectable mth ihe virus, sald
Dr Jorg Fichberg, head of Aids
research at the South-Vesi
dation for Biomedical

Research in Texas, which has
172 chimps in its ressarch
programme,

‘QOnce you get to the nitty
gritty, c~sexxtml guestions like
the efficacy and efficiency of
vaceings hiav ted in

have o bfl e

chimpanzees, A chimp is
excellent as th“ cmiy modal o
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Porton Down is the (;mi‘%g’
British research centre with
suitable isolation facilities and
experience of working with
rare and dangerous vmwa. Ir
is understood that some 0; the
£20 million being sought by the
Medical Council for Aids
Research will be used to
establish the proposed chim~
panzee Aids  vaccine pro-
gramme at Porton’s Centre fov
Applied Microbiology and
n

ahout o

scientists. Aimeugﬁ chimpan-
zees become jufected with tha
Aids virus they do not develop
the disease itself. Nor has any
chimpnzes died of Adds
Predictably, animal rights
groups obﬁect to the conditions
in whi;h the research chimpan-

zees ave held. Americsn animal
protesters who broke into
SEMA Corporation’s M az’yim"?

Aids pnmate centre last winter
claim the 30 infected chimps
were suffering from sensory
deprivation,

“The chimps were kepi i
mi'tar'j confinement and
istiated uum each other szid
the Dritish Union for the

j 22 .u.i.)s.! (4344

Aboition of Vivisection’s scien-
tific odvicﬁr Dr Robert Sharpa.
Four baby chimps worth oves
£9,000 cach were stolen by the
mxu rg
Dir Eichberg relur
epts that isclating
primates il“e chimps
to save hy
true tha
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‘*if‘CSSUaI'Y evil
fves, ‘It is v{‘h
mals by mai=.

mmg them in ma cage for an

ded period. But thev have
to donate that time {or research
and after that they can live &
normal life.”

British
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Drlarrett, ¢ We have one of the
wovld's gravest healih ;::rc.«

blems and people sull '>'b' t e
research mvolvms: animais. In
some avess laboratory work i
£nougn fo* a breagkth
in other aress.
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