'd Cats Get
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are buried, 30 percent are cremated
and 40 percent — or about 5.2 mil-
m—munttorendetlnglm

Several hundred th d de-

such “cannibalism,” but govern-
ment, academic and industry offi-
cials say rendering pets recycles a
valuable commodity while simuita-
neously sol_vlng adifficult waste-dis-

ceased California pets are trucked
off to renderers in Los Angeles, Mo-
desto and Sacramento, and some of
them end up in pet food.

“When you read pet-food labels
and it says meat or bone meal, that's
what it Is — cooked and converted
animals, including some dogs and
cats,” said Eileen Layne, of the Call-
{Iornll Veterinary Medical Associa-

on,

14
Critics like Libby Schenkman
of the Berkeley-based Animai
Rights Connection are ummset hv

co yronicle

“The alternative is burying, or
some other form of environmental
contamination,” said Bert Mitchell,
associate director of the survefl-

:

put pets to sleep “survived rende.

ing without undergoing degrada-
tion.” They concluded, however,
the residue would be too small to
cause a problem so long as render-
ers mixed euthanized pets with oth-
er raw materials throughout a day's

+ production runs.

Bay Area animal shelters and
veterinarians rely heavily on ren-

ll:;xmd compliance branch of the - dering for animal disposal. Faced
g with a mammoth pet-overpopula-
Most scientists say the high tion probiem, shelters in the nine-

temperatures and pressures used in  county area reluctantly put to sleep

rendering kill any viruses and bac- almost 100,000 or abandoned
teria. animals per year. Virtually all pay

Veterl atthe v to lnvf the e‘:t.Ennlud M:du::
of Minnesota warned in a paper that

the sodium’ pentobarbital used to
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ecycled

other states to determine if they

Local animal shelters, overwhelmed by the large number of stray and un-
wonted dogs and cats they handle, dispose of the euthonized animals by
sending their remains fo rendering plants in Modesto and Sacromento. Fig-
ures below are for fiscol 1989 unless nofed.

contain rendered pets. o Animals  Returned o
™ nty P o
Thros Agendles ) San Franck 17,144 1,535 7,666 772
mye“." b dl‘x{eﬁﬁ;‘ o pect Santa Clara’ 40,515 3,544 5139 29,007
and enforcement of rendering fac- Alamed 23,290 3,986 5,28 14,102
tories, which leaves many gaps. Contra Costa 20,400 3,050 3564 14,187
To make sure no small animals
g0 into pet food components, “we'd San Mateo ~ 16,453 3,064 3,955 9,296
have to put a person at the render- _Solano. 10,974 1,229 1,240 8,586
ing plant at ¥ times It In opera | Marin’® 8215 1,993 1376 2,846
jon,”  sal eve Wong, acting
branch chief of the Feed, Fertilizer Napa 2,883 351 726 1,553
anq Livestock Drugs branch of the Sonoma’ 17,084 3,193 4,370 9,262
ﬁ;'r‘fx{:‘:rfep;ﬂfgﬁt“‘. Foodand | i5cs ToTAL 148745 21945 33317 96,620
visit each rendering plant an aver- | Los Angeles* 163259 11,865 28,490 114714

“age of once every 2% months.

In spot checks during the past
two years, the state cited Sacramen-
to Rendering on five occasions for
productiabeling violations. In an-

“other case 15 months ago, a ship-
ment of 52280 pounds labeled as
- meat and bone meal headed to Sac-
ramento Rendering from West

2 1989 calendar year

year after they are impounded.
Source: Chronicle research

' includes pets dead on arrival and thase which died in custody of the shelters

3 All the euthanized animals in Marin and some in Sonoma are cremated.
+ includes 12 of 22 animal shelters in the city and county

NOTE: The number disposed may not equal total number of animals impounded
causa some remain on hond at the end of the year or are disposed of in tha fixal

be-

- Coast Rendering Co. in Los A
| was found by state inspectors to be
tankage. The state imposes no pen-
‘alties for mislabeling by a render-
‘ing firm; it simply asks that the
- practice be corrected.

Executives at four of the lead-
ing pet food companies say no
household pets are in the raw mate-
rials they buy from renderers.

“There are no dogs or cats in
our products,” said Patrick Farrell,
a Ralston Purina Co. spokesman.
“We have strict quality assurance
programs in place from all of our
suppliers.”

Yet rendering industry em-
ployees say it would be impossible

for any purchaser to know the exact
contents of what they buy. One 20-
year industry veteran said it would
be easy to pass off dogsand catsina
poultry by-product, because of the
similar protein content.

An East Coast executive, with
SeePageC3,Col. 1

te Into Usable Products

27 rendering plants
n pounds of animal

industry closed to-
take that to landfill,
t would make your
i Koewler, president

le animal by-prod-
a restaurant’s deep
down sewers or

is a rendering plant
cross the country in
e recyclable waste
packers and restau-

is slaughtered, for
percent is used for
excess fat, bones,
to renderers. They
t ryjected by USDA
onsurhption, such as
steers or chickens,
rities say any tox-

ins disappear when processed at high tem-
peratures in the renderers’ cooking equip-
ment.

Renderers have two basic products: fat,
called talfow or grease, and dried meat and
bone meal. Some of the tallow goes directly
into soaps and animal feed. Chemical manu-

facturers p! the rest, pr the
tallow into fatty acids used in lubricants,
§ lishes and printing

inks. Feed mills pu;clnse the meat and
bone meals, which serve as a basic ingredi-
ent for chicken, cattle, hog and pet food.

Hisiorically, most rendering companies
have been local, family-owned firms. The
one exception is Darling-Delaware Co. Inc.,
which b the only de render-
ing corupany after being acquired by a
group of Texas investors in 1986 (see related
story, Page C3).

Because its products compele with al-
ternative commodities from around the
world, such as Malaysian palm oil, the ren-
dering industry tends to see its fortunes ebb
and flow. Prices for tallow and meat meals
are on a downswing.

“In recent years we’ve been selling our
end products at prices less than what they
were 15 years ago,” said Ray Kelly, execu-
tive vice president of Baker Commodities
and a spokesman for the Nationa! Render-
ers Association. Taltow today commands on-
ly 13¢ a pound, compared with 25¢ a pound
in 1979.

To help keep sales up, renderers have
increased their exports of tallow to Japan,
South Korea, Taiwan and some Central
American countries. But competition from
New Zealand and Australia has cut heavily
into exports of mear and bone meals.

‘The U.S. trend away from consumption
of red meat also has hurt the rendering
industry, because it reduces the source of
raw material.

“But it’s still a pretty lucrative busi-
ness,” said Craig Breunig, president of Wa-
hoo By-Products, a renderer located outside
Omaha, Neb. He said as long as consumers
eat beef, pork and chicken, there will al-
ways be a rendering indusiry because it is
the only way 1o dispose of the by-products.



