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L LPOULTRY farms and e
processing plants are on
the alert this weekend at
& the beginning of a week of
faction for the abcﬂium; of
1 the battery cage mcamm.,d
11 by Compassion in Waorld
n | Farming.
The main objective s to
-l convince copsumers o bm
0 ot battery egas (nder the
slogan
egg, o but there
hisome  animal
: pawnera may
3 Llent action
cstablishments.

DO,,

e are fears that
welfare cam-
resort to vios

*Don’t eat a bagtery:

against hattery .

But expert evidence prae
sented toothe committes re-
vealed. that when ‘hens are
put in cages in which they
can-flap their wi ngs, there s
often a high mmdeiicc of
broken wings and other in-
juries.

One  alternative 1§ han
aviary system on which ex-
serimental research is fnow
%}emg conduecred There are
three siags. First, the scrap:
ping of the battery cages and
their zwidc@mem with
aviaries swould - cost hun-
dreds of thousands uf g}mmd S
and mke S0 :

1o profest comeratanme
| when the Commions Select
s Commitiee on Agriculture has
v ! concluded six mionths’ investi-
iaafmn into animal welfare
il and is beginning work on its
report,
| The committee which con-
'd L sists of four Conservatives
m?&nd four Labour MPs under
of Lthe  chairmanship  of  Sir
o | William Elliort (Canservanve“
11 | Newcastle upon  Iyne), has
.d | confined its inquiry 1o poul
\d | Try, pigs and veal calves, but
ﬂ | the battery cage has virtually
mrez"’shadawcd an other issues.
The burden of the evidence
they have veceived is such
thar it is unlikely that the
committee, most of whose
members appear 1o have
ethical objections to  the
system. will oo further than
to recommend maore research
into alternatives that could
ﬁﬁectmeiy replace the hﬂt-
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Nmetvﬁsx per cent of the
sold u: Er;n:am are pro-

ite imprisony
i humaz& zazia hecause the

xmat even ﬂap

countries,
! Y

. calves,

«ﬂmﬂ’;or 0 million hens
which have grown up inbat
tery cages wouic beable to
ad&m to aviavies: and thivd:
cost of production and there:
fore of the prices of egas fr
the shops would rise.
Mostof the o evidence
shows. that few housewlives
would be prepared to pay

more  for eges  produced
under: more humam, condi
vions All the witnesses at

the select commitiee apreed
that it would be wrong 1o
Banothe  battery o cdge 10
Britain, while sull alk)wmw
imports of eggs pmduced in
Battery cages in . other

im-

triction onosuch
front Buropean Come
v countries would fall
foul of the Comwmon ’\Tarkot
rules and it is likely that the
celect commirtes will recont
mend that the Government
should seek changes in wel
fare legislation on a Buro
pean basm

The problem of competing
imports also looks likely to
bedevil - decisions  on  veal
‘ aithau“b the
evideme 15 f)vethL minzly

Res
ports
muni

: m favour of scrapping the

crated ’ system in which rthe
calf hvex in solitary confine-
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Factory farms on alert for attac

W. MURRAY, our Farming Reporter

ment oin oofavour of o othe
“loosehouse” system. Under
this system. the calves live
inogroups ot about 40, have
free. do to supplies: of
mille s and water andocan
consume rouwghage and
runnate.

Notoonlvo does this meet
ethical welfare reduiremients
but the costs of production
are hald whae thev are under
the old method:
ing commerical veal farms
on the Continent earlier this
vear Siy William Elliott gave
upieating veal,

After visite

However, very little veal 1s

produced and consumed in

Britain, - Most baby  calves
are - exported  to the Con
tinent, where they are kept

in crates in which they can
hardly move, live on a re:
stricted dier, often in dirk
nessyand made to drink their
owhourine. s0 as o ensure
the whiteness of the meat
The weal oproduced  from
these calves s then exported
back to Britamn..

Under BFEC rules
could be no prohibition of
export of “the baby calves

there

from Brirain, nor
port of the veal |
BEEC countres. O
solution would be
transport ot ap
slaughter Sbelow
age. although m
temp{s 1o prohib
port of sl live a
staughter have bed
by British Govern

The calves
brought to matur
tain and the veal
thus satstyving w
siderations and cr
plovment opporiu

£t i



