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Cattle can move at Woodlands Farm, North Devon (eft), but not in a factory farm ‘ crate’
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Factory farms on alert for att: Te

by J. W. MURRAY, our Farming Reporter

POULTRY farms and egg-
processing plants are. on
the alert this weekend at
me beginning of a week of
“action for the abahuon of
the battery cage ’ organised
by Compassion in World
Farming.

The maiu abiective ds i fo
couvince consumers to hoy-
cott battery egzgs under the

>i0gan *Don’t eat a battery ot

ege! but there are fears that
some animal welfare can
paigners may resort to vio
fent acrion against battery
cage establishme:

" The pmté‘st Tyt
when the Commons %e}cet
Committee on Agucuh‘ s has
conclided six months investi:
gation into animal welfare
and is beginning work on its
repmzv

The committee which con
sists of four Conservatives
and four Labour MPs under
the  chairmanship of  Sir

William Elliort {Consetvative,
Tvne), has
conlined its ingquiry to poul
try, pigs and veal calves, but
the battery cage has virtually
overshadowed aH other issues.

The burden of the evidence
they have rveceived is such
tha is unlikely that the
committee, most of ose
appear to  have
o the
vstem. will go Hurther than
0 recemmau& more researc h

six per cent (')f the
d in Britain arve pro
aftery cages, with

e bi rds in a cage

dAre oreanisati
fe imprisonme
ils hecau‘se tb<~
Bre get no exer

;‘ui

But expert evidence pre-
sented to the committes ¢
vealed. that when hens a
put in cages in which the
can flap their wings, the .
frern a - high incidence of

pken wings and other in-
juries.

One  alternative s
aviary system on which ex
perimental research is now
being s:ondu ed; Therve are
three snags: Firsty the scrap:
ping of the, mtter\' qges and
rheit replacement with
aviaries - would Cicost o huns
dreds of thousands of paund

@ .

ethe © 50 mil ‘(m hens
1 ch h%e grown up in bat
wld be able to
p cmd ﬂmd
cost of product :
fove of the prices: 0{ egus in
the shops would rise. :
Mast  of  the ez»ldmco
shows that few housewives
would be prepared to pay
more for o eggs  produced
under more humane wmlzv
tions. All the witnesses ¢
the select commitiee agt
that it would be wrong 1o
ban  the Dbattery  cage
Britain, while still “atlowt ,Cf
imports.of eges produced. 1
battery  cages in (}Lher
i

on such ine

1mrt< from  Buropean Com:
mun countries would fall
foul of the Comnion Mark
s and it is likely that the
-t committee will rec
mend that the Gover
should seek changes it
fare legislation on a Buro
pean basxs

The problem of competiug
imports alse looks likely to
hedevil  decisions  on veal
0 ealves, althmxgh the
evidence iy overwhelmingly
in favour of \cmppm the
S evated? osiem in awhich the

favour: cof the

“loosehouse” systents Under

this systent, the vés live

ps of about 40, have

access mpphes of

and ter candocan

corsume - rouwghage and

rwminate:

Not 3

ethical welfar
but the cos

mentooin

this meet
irements
of production

are bald what they are undm‘

the old niethod. ‘Af

ing - commerical veal tcnma

on the Continent earlier this
= Sir William ,.Jhott gave

However, very lirtle veal is
produced and consumed i
Britain Most  baby  calves
dre exported fo the Con
tingnt, where they are kept
in crates inowhich they can

move, live on a re
. often m datl«.

oW utine: so as m en
the whiteness of the me
The al pzodx ed from
these calves 1s then exported
back to Brilam. : :

Under EEC rule

could be no prohibition
export: of the baby cal

{from Britam, nor
port of the veal
GILC countries. O
olution would be
transport of o ap
slaughter below
age. although: pi
tempts o prohib
port of dH live a

- have be

by Br h Govern

The  calves
brought to matur

thus satisfying w
siderations and

s ployment opportu




