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NAHA — BSeven China-horn
camels imporfed for the “Nara
Silk Hoad Exhibition' two years
ago have died of stomach ulcers

and rickets, it was learned

Sunday.

A team of velerinarians lead
by Hireshi Katamoto, a 33-vear:
old researcher at the University
of Osaka Prefecture who per-
formed autopsies on the Baciri-
an camels, atiributed the cause
of the deaths to stomach uicers
induced by mounting siress un-
der the untamiliar Japanese en-
vironment, which is completely
different from that of their nor-
mal Inner Mongolia habitat,

They also said that the camels

showed symptoms of the rickets,

probably brought on by the lack
of such rninerals as ealcium
which they normally obiain from
dirt, but could not in Nara as
their pens were covered with
gravel,

Katamoto, who is planning to
report on the deaths ai a Novern-
ber meeting of Aslan veterinari-

mels lie on the ground last June.

ans in Thalland, said, 'People
are only concerned about mak-
ing a show of the camels without
having the knowledge to care for
them. This is an apparent result
of the lack of affercare It makes
me angry to see them die so mis-
erzbly in a foreign land,”

The nine camels, five males
and four females, were original
ly imported from BSichuan
provinee as one of the main fea-
tures of the April-beptember 1988
“Nara Silk Road exhibition.”

According to Katamoto, the
camels began showing a reluc:
lance to stand in January 1989,
Although two recovered, the
others grew progressively weak-
er and died

Baclrian camels, distinguished
by having twe humps, are
domesticated as a beast of bur-
den and were used on the Silk
Road to carry silk, spices and sil-
ver. They are found throughout
the highlands of Central Asia
from Turkistan fo Mongolia.




