was horrified vyhm theincuba
tor Iid was lifted and 1 looked
dovn onwhat seemed like a dead
calb with half its face missing,
The cat was in g coma and its
face covered inblood. IEhad been
riun over and its jaws broken,
Dr. Ueda didn’t know who the
owner was, nor who would pay
for the treatment. A8 he gentiy
stroked the frail-looking cat with
his fingers murmuring ‘Get bet
r, Hitle fellow, ! the cat stirved

i

he fiest Hime in days, running
tentative tongue to the wiring
that kept s jaws topether
Watching his face suffused with
joy, T eould not belp but hope that
if Twere involved in anaccident,
my doctor would be as caring as
Dr. Ueda.
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“I've alwayvs loved animals
since as far Dback as I can
remember, Uve had cals; dogs,
Hens, mice; pigeons, turtles
the whole pamut of pets. 1 decid-
ed Lwant ork in an animal-
refated field when [ was in junior
high, OF course; I eoild have
chosen to be an animal breeder
ar frainer, or even workedon g
stock farm, But as I was brought
upinKobe, Ichose tobe a vetas
this was the only professionthat =
could be practiced in the city.

Strange a8 il may seund, it
wasn't until e ears after I'd
gracuated fron vt Univers
aity that [ opened my own prac:
tive. Right alier graduation, 1
decided [ needed to get oul ol the
rarified atmosphiere of academia
g edicine, and foin the ranks
if the salaried worker fo betfer
understand the saciety in which

1 would be functioning.

1 eniered 2 pharmaceutical
company where Lworked for tive
years, after which I studied on
my own for 2 year, updating

“myselion what had been Laking
place in the medical field 45
related Lo animals. 1 later
worked as assistant doclor for
two vears at my iriend's animal
hospital,

1 specialize in cats and dogs,
and although | do treat birds and

other animals, 1 prefer ‘
owners of more exotic species (o
the 200, a8 they are betler
equipped.

My d&yﬁ are ngm full as my
place is open six davs a week,
from 9a.m. 1612 noon and from
Spm fo 8 pm As I ousually
sehedule operations bebween one
and five and af&ez* eight, sven

- when the zmt tion is over

my work is not yet done. I'm up
until 2 aom. checking onmy in:
patients and if Thave a patient
in shock, usually as a resull of be-
ing in a trafhic accident, 1 have
to keep a sharp eye on the 1V
flzid as this; together with the
constant temperature main-
tained in the incubator are what
pulls the victims through. The IV
fluid is especially important in
seeing that the patient’s blood

flows to the brain, heart and

other internal organs for when an
animal is in deep shock, its blood

circulation goes haywire,

Although it's difficult to com-
partmentalize my cases, I'dsay
that on the whole, T perform
faany more spay operations ang
bone settings than any other type
of operation. 1 also treal quite s

large number of tumor cases,

, both benign and mali In
the area of internal medicine,
U called upon mest frequently
to treat diarrhea, vomiting and
diseases related o the respirato-
Ty organs, :

Ity funny, but many owners
don’t seem fo realize that a eat
or 4 dog is equipped with the
same internal organs as them-
selves. Often, when I propose fo
conduct 4 few tests on the
animals, owners are incredulous
and-at times, even dubious of my
motives.

A few owners will also ﬁx&g»
nose the animal’s giekness them-
selves based on one symptom:
They are usnally so convinced

that their diagnosis is correct;

that even when home remedies
fail and they have to visit the
hospital, they ave reluctant toace
cept the declor’s verdict. Such
sbstinacy often jeads fo tragic
results,

Then, there are owners m as
soon as there are signs of im-
provement, fail to bz*ing in the
animalfor further treatment and
medication But when the condi-
tion deteriorates due to incoms
plete treatment, they are
brought to the clinic again
Several rounds of this and oflen
itis too late to do anything for the
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Jdapan’s material growth and
emotional maturity, Although
Japan has seen phenomenal
ecoriomic growth since the
war, and enjoys 2 prolifera-
tion of material goods, the
Japanese are emotionally im-
Jmature gs seen in their dis:
eriminating attitudes;
especially towards people of
developing nations and in
theirslowness in extending a
helping hand to the starving
and -destitute people of the
warld.

Life philosophy: To live my
Iite so that I may have no
regrets or feelings of shame
inthe years ta coime.

H T owon Hie0.000.000: Td
build a general hospital for
animals and an affiliated
research laboratory,

patient.

But over and above the be-
havior of such owners, what real-
Iy upsets ime is the conductof the
kpow-it-alls. These ave the peo-
ple who act as i they know
everything. They give iil-
informed advice to owners like
“Pve bad cals for many years
and in my experience, such and
such medication works or 1d
advise against such a medi-
cation.” ‘

As aresult, although Pve ex-
piained the sympleins and the
method of treatiment to the own-
grs, they become confused and
don'tknow whose adviee o listen
to, 've had one owner bringina
dog saving she eouldn’t under-
stand why it was sick as she'd
been giving it laxatives to rid il
of worms—she'd heard that this
was the nost effective means of
keeping a dog healthy!

To such confused owners, Ud
like tosay: Trust the profession-
al. They have the best inferests
of your pet in mind. Don’t listen
to what others say, They can he

irresponsible as it is-net the
health and well-being of their pet
ai stake,

But U'm glad to say that not alt
owners ave like thisand T've haé
the opportunity of meeting ma
people who really love animals.
Such people willingly take in
strays and even gosofar as fo
pay for their treatment if they
fall sick pefore a home 15 found
for them, And, despite the frus-
trations, 1 find my profession
most satistving as there are mo-
ments of undiluted pleasure —
like those times when an animal
on the eritical list pulls threugh
By V. Moritkawa)
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