SABPORO—Twelve of the 31
lions af a4 safari park in
Tomakomal, southern
Hokkaido, died last winter due
fo the cold weather, il was
~ learned Thursday.

Temperatures in the
Tomakomai region last winter
dropped 10 as dow as M4
degrees belowzero C. But it was
found that the quarters whers
the lions were kept were not

heated.
 The lions were kept at! the

“Mini Lion Safari’’ operated by
Haokkaido Wild Animal Park Co,
When the satari was opened
in April 1979, there were some
600 animals including  five
lions. The company increased
~ the number of lons last April.

e

e Forsubscription, call (03) 212:5017
/| or (06) 344-0129. -

The safari had been closed
sinice last Noveniber becatse of

adecrease invisilors due fo the

cold weather While the satari
was closed, the lions had been
Keptincages. '

Authorities of the Hokkaido
prefectural government are
now condueting an in
vestigation.

They said the 12 lions died of
pnetmonia caused by the cold
weather and old age between
January and Marech All12 were
more than 10 years of age. Lions
ustially livefo an average age af
taorls

While the park is opened to
the public, the lions roam freely
in the park area and visitors are
taken around the park in buses.
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