To the Editor: .

1 wish to express gratitude fo Ms.
Elizabeth Oliver for her concern regard-
ing care of animals (June 16, MDN), as I
myself was greatly perturbed at an arti-
ele on “Alley Cat Allergies” (May 17,
MDN), The article stated that patients
tended to develop allergies caused by the
secretions of cats, even though patients did
ot keep cats at their homes; that some 58
people out of 231 who were fested for cat
antibodies came out positive when they

kept no cats at home, but only lived in

densely populated areas where it i8

thought a lot of alley cats hang out,” and

that doctors concluded that “alley cats
were apt to cause allergies.” Such articles

" cate the public, especiall

Caring OF Pets

only serve todiscourage people fromcar:
ing for the loving the unforiunate felines.
Distorted assumptions by specialists and
authorities domore damage than good in
teaching the public to care of these help-
less, innocent animals.

L have had eats for many years, have
domesticated alley cats to become sweet,
loving pets and companions. I have never
been troubled with asthma or any other
type of allergies of any kind because ol ils
fur. Cats should not be blamed as causes
of allergies bagsed on vague distorted as-
sumptions,

Ishould be the concern of authorities, in-
cluding doctors and veterinarians, to edu-
hildren, as

their assertions could certinly away the
behavior of the public fowards eats and
other animals. Children should be impart-
ed proper knowledge of cats so that they
can love them and take responsibility for

_ their welfare, as it is certainly a means to

aurturing tender sentiments and love
towards our own fellow humans, an ele-
ment so lacking in today’s society.
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