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wildlife illegally traded for

THE Spanish Government
is'to be warned by the Euro=
pean - Environment ~Com-
mission that it must stop il=
legal "~ trade . inwild
chimpanzees or face prose-
cution in the  European
Court following a complaint
from the World Wide Fund
for Nature.

The young chimps &re

huge profits, Thailand alone
is believed to be responsible
for the vearly export of as
many - as three mitllion rave
orchids, some of which are
at the pointof extinction.
Spain is heavily involved
inthisttrade. In one week
earlier this vear, Customs
Passenger Control at’ Mad-
rid - airport - discovered a
Patas monkey, two Amazon

used as a tourist gimmick by
beach ~photographers - and
are widely available “in
Spanish ‘pet shops, despite
an international ban in their
trade.

The warning, the first
step in international legal
proceedings,  comes after
claims by British -wildlife
campaigners that Spain is
being used as the main cons
duit for the illegal .move-
ment of rate animals coming
mainly from Thailand and
qutmm Guinea fo the
United Kingdom ané ther
EC countries.

The ammzﬁ&, like %nmw
dreds of species of flora and
fauna, are an' endangered
species - supposedly. pro-
tected by an - international
convention.

They have become part a}f
an zmesmats@nai trade ‘that
sees mi s&§ specimens of

parrofs 12 species of
parrot from Argentina, all
hidden inhand luggage.
Experts believe that these
ciumsy 1 attempt
are the tip of the iceberg.
Spain. has become -the
main route into Burope for

llegally trapped anim

two veasons, The counte

notorious for its poor cus: o
and :
poor record in xmpiemsm-«

toms. - enforcement
smugglers see it as the eask-
est point of entry into pros-
perous northern Burope and
its enormous  market for
rarepers.

According’ to the Lax}«»
don-based  Environmental
Investigation Agency (EIA),
once such animals are ac-
cepted into Spain, permits
can then be issued to allow
them fo travel unhindered
throughout the EC,

British customs  admit
that once an animal is given
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mgxsgwgﬁﬁnim’ claims that
Britain is failing to uphold

Cites by not having ade~

quate checks on whether

‘e;:ec} for sl m

chuding the World

Fund for Nature, the R&g&i

Society for the Protection of
Birds,

, &amisss the Environmen

Investizarion Agency and

the Wildlife Trade Moni-
toring Unit are evpected to
claunch & campaign
tighten Whitehall rules. ,
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