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OSAKA A gmup of re—
searchers at Hokkaido Uni-
versity is calling for coordi
nated action by Osaka, Nara
and Kyoto prafectures fo cope

‘with a gmwmg pmblem of

stray dogs.
The local governments cur-
rently have individual mea-

sures to deal with the prob-

lem, but one area where more
than 100 stray dogs are be-

lieved concentrated, around

Tkoma Mountain, borders on ‘

ali three prefectures.

The stray dog pmbiefn in

the area has been of serious
concern since a 4-year-old girl

was killed by a pack of Strays ’ 

in 1983,

 This mﬂnth, Nobuo Suzuki,

a Hokkaido University assis-

tant professar completed a
field study on stray and house
_dogs at the northern part of
the lkoma Mountain area in

cooperation . with other re-

searchers and students.
Suzuki, a behavioral Seien-
tist speczahzmg in wolves, ap-
peared as a witness when the
girl’s parents filed a lawsuit

against Osaka Prefecture for
its failure to deal with the

stray. dogs

He learned during the trial
that even canine experts,
such as public health offi-
¢ials, do not have specialized
knowledge on the behavior of
stray dogs.

Suzuki’s research team .

momtared the activztzes of
three stray dogs over a six-

rmd m a 16nsq ~km

area around Ikoma The team
learned there were about 45 to

55 dogs inhabiting the area.

. The group said people from
outside the region come to the

mountains to illegally aban-

_don their dogs. It cited finding

14 such abandoned pet dogs,

including adult females, dur-

ing the study period.

A group member said the'

females may have been aban-
doned by owners who want to
avoid their pets from mating

‘with strays and becoming

pregnant ,

The six month study
showed abandoned dogs often
breed with local pets that are
outside without bemg caged
ur fenced in.

The group canﬂrmeﬁ the
bxréh of 20 dogs durmg the pe-
rio

In its study, the group‘

csunted 4 total of 17 pet dogs
in six communities in the ar-
ea. Of them, about half were
not kept on leashes, at least

during the mght Thzs raises

‘ th’e chances

thelr matxng
with stray dogs. .
People in the Kansax region

are more prone to allow their  *
dogs to roam freely than citi-  *

zens in other parts ot Japan, '
SUlekl said

“Capturing stray df)gs is
only a superficial measure It
does not solve the basxe pmb*
fem,” he said, ,

Dags become aggresswe ‘
and tend to pack together dur
ing mating periods, which oc
cur every few months, a
cording to the sroup.
 The dange ,

tacking childr




