 Britain considers controls on vicious dogs

LONDON (Reuter-Kyodo) The
British government said Mon-
day it was considering new
measures to hold owners ac-
countable for attacks by their
dogs after a six-year-old girl
was savaged by a pit bull {er-
. rier.
Home secrefary Kenneth
Baker said the government

[

_ was considering a range of
- proposals including a ban on
certain types of fighting dogs.

“Firstly, we want to make
it an offense to allow any dog
to be out of control in a public
place and this should be

backed with a heavy fine)” he
said.

The girl, Rucksana Khan,
was in a critical conditionin a
hospital after the weekend as-
sault, which doctors said
would leave her permanently
scarred. The dog was
destroyed. ;

Pit bull terriers, which orig-
inated in the United States,
were responsible for around a
quarter of the 500 dog attacks
in London this year, police in-
spector Alan Garish said.
“We need a new criminal
offense of allowing a dog {o be
dangerous and out of control

anywhere, even in the own-
er’s home,” he said.
‘““These dogs are not pets,
they are weapons, and they
have got to be stopped right
now, not the day after tomor-
row,”’ Conservative pelitician
Anthony Beaumont-Dark told
Parliament. ;
The Hoyal Society for the

Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-

mals repeated a call for a dog
registration system, a law re-
quiring owners of dangerous
dogs to carry insurance and
restrictions on the import and
breeding of certain fighting
dogs. . o
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