Fewer pets
dumped at
Christmas

A SHARP reduction in the
abandoning of animals over
Christmas reported by the
Battersea dogs’ home, Lon-
don, has been attributed to
effects of the recession and
to advertising warning
people not to give pets as
presents (Rupert Steiner
writes). .
One hundred and ten dogs
have been taken in, 55 per-
cent fewer than last Christ-
mas. Josephine Henderson,

think the message that a dog
is for life and not just for
Christmas has finally got
through. The publicity over
the years must have made an
impression.”

: Economic gloom may also
‘g{+have had angffect, MrsHen-
derson “saidx “Fewer people

Christmas,and so have been
at-home: o4
1pets,” she said.

- Kathryn Donachie, of the
RSPCA, said: “The outlook is

abandoned. It is the first year

keeping an animal in our
advertisements.”

“The charity’s television ad-
vertisements show a little girl
asking Santa for a puppy- He
explains that it would need to
pe walked and during its life-
time would cost over £2,000
in food and veterinary fees.

" Miss Donachie said that
the RSPCA’s problems were
not over: “Spring will be wor-
rying, when_the novelty of
those pets given as gifts has
worn off. It is then the puppy
grows into a dog, starts chew-
_ing things and needs costly
injections.”
The recession has worked
| poth ways. Animals have

‘been brought to the RSPCA

due to their owners’ homes

being repossessed. Miss

Donachie said that many of

the owners had been heart-

broken to give up their pets.
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 SADLY, ITS NOT JUST
SANTA CLAUS WHO WILL BE
WEARING A RED COAT

the home’s manager, said: “I-

| could afford :to go away this |

Hook: after their .
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good. with fewer animals -

we have detailed the cost of

THIS CHRISTMAS.

There’s nothing jolly about fox-hunters.
Rafhe‘r than bringing joy and happiness, they bring death
and suffering to defenceless animals.

. Fora spec:ial Chris?ma“s treat, they set a pack of 40 dogs
on to.a single, terrified fox. (And you thought this was the
‘season of goodwill’). = .

) lf. you'f! like to help the League Against Cruel Sports ban
this sickening tradition, please send us a gift this Christmas.
Yes. | want to help stop fox-hunting. You have my full su;;o:

Ploase accopt my donationof: £100 | €50 ] €23 [eis{ Jotkere
{Ploose moke chequas/postal orders payable to the League Against Cruei Sports).

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)_ ‘
Addross - LE“A"”G“ %

Postcode

I wish to donate by Access/Vise Card No.

CTT LIl L T TT]!

Expiry Date 1 I Signature

[%r ph;ma our Homne.number on 071 378 6687 to make your credit card donation

8 :':::: ::n: dofm!.s of how l can make regular contributions by Standing Order..
L nd more information about the League’s campaigns to protect wildlife.
fo: League Against Cruel Sparts, Room 138, FREEPOST, 83-87 Union 5t., London SE1 18T,

DON'T LET BRITAIN'S
WILDLIFE GO TO THE DOGS.




