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The ANIMALS' AGENDA

have ended up in the slaughterhouse if she
had not rescued them.

" have a neighbor who got tired of her
horse, so she stopped feeding it for three
weeks," Whalers said. "I heard about it and
absolutely freaked out. By the time I got the
horse it was a walking toothpick.” She says
many horse owners are "absolutely igno-
rant” about what is involved in keeping so
large an animal — and that ignorance feeds
the slaughterhouses.

“There is hay and medicine and special
shoes — all that can cost $300 a month.
Parents will buy a horse because their
daughter expresses an interest in one and
they'll have no idea it's so costly. Maybe the
neighbors will complain and that will be the
last straw that leads them to sell the horse.”
Whalers thinks prospective horse owners
should "think twice" before taking the
plunge, and check with experts about costs.

Tiny Volume

Producing horsemeat is obviously not a
major American industry. Tony Nolan. edi-
tor of Meat Plant magazine, calls it an
"absolutely minuscule” part of the U.S. meat
business. "It's considered a non-edible prod-
uct here, except for dog food," he said. Rich
Parker of the American Meat Institute con-
curs. "I don't know if we have any informa-
tion on that," he said. "We don't have any
members who slaughter horses.” When told
that Amfran processed 10,000 horses a year,
Parker commented, "We have beef plants
that process thousands a day." In America in
1988, he said, slaughterhouses killed 35 mil-
lion cows, two million calves, 5.4 million
sheep, and 88 million hogs. This contrasts
rather sharply with the just under 300,000
horses killed in the same period. Still, the
slaughterhouse is becoming the frequent
destination of many American horses, too
old, too lame, or as Amfran's Francis
Raineau put it, simply no longer serving the
interests for which they were bred.

~ Raineau looked out the window of his
farmhouse at the packing plant beyond.
"People bring horses with them," he said.
"You'd think there would be more horses in
rural areas, but that's not necessarily ftrue.
Where there are people, pets, racetracks, and
farms, that's where there are horses.” And raw
material for Amfran, the horse recycler. m
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