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SOCIAL CUSTOMS .
Barking mad at animal

Police indifference to acts of barbaric cruelty
against animals in Japan shows the need for

stricter legal protection of animals, while

| ists say the public also needs to be taught
about responsible care of pets.

By ROY K. AKAGAWA

Asahi Evening News

he horrific Kobe case of the
murder of two young chil-

__dren has spotlighted the lack
of concern in Japan for treat
ment of animals.

Reports that the 15yearold mur-

der suspect, a junior high school
student arrested in late June, cut
out the tongues of cats among oth-
er cruel acts against animals,
prompted Elizabeth Oliver of Osa-
ka to write a letter to the Asahi
Evening News, appealing for a
stricter law to protect animals
against abuse.

Oliver is the director of Animal
Refuge Kansai (ARK), an animal
shelter in a rural part of Osaka Pre-
fecture that is close to the borders

of Kyoto and Hyogo prefectures.

ARK was last in the news after the
Great Hanshin Earthquake, when
it found itself taking care of close
to 600 animals, mostly pets that
had nowhere to go when their
owners were forcedinto temporary
accommodation.
. Oliver, a British citizen who has
ived in Japan now for almost 30

_years, voices a criticism commonly

heard among animal welfare advo-

cates in J apan about the current ,

“The law is like a sieve because
there is no definition of cruelty,”
: said. “It will be very difficult to
you don'’t kn

" Another group, the Tokyo-based

Citizens Conference for Considera:

tion of Nature and Animals, is col-
_ lecting signatures to petition the

government to strengthen the
law’s provisions.

Spokeswoman Yoko Shimizu
said the group had already gath-
ered about 190,000 signatures,

close to its target of at least,
200,000

om the group
has contacted are showing increas-

. ing interest, even those belonging

to the ruling Liberal Democratic

~P’alrty, Shimizu said. The recent

murder incident, as well as

pasf I ports that Tsutomu Miyaza-

ki-——who is appealing a death sen-
tence handed down earlier this
year for the serial murders of four
young girls in 1988 and 1989 in To-
kyo and Saitama Prefecture—had

_ also killed dogs and cats before he

activ-

that taking action against animal

cruelty might stem more violent
acts against humans.

Shimizu said the group was hope-
ful that debate on amending the an-
imal protection law could begin as
soon as the next extraordinary ses-
sion of the Diet convenes, expect-
ed later this month.

In addition to spelling out con-

crete examples of cruelty in a revi-

sion of the animal protection law,
the Citizens Conference also advo-
cates the licensing of animal ven-
dors as well as stricter penaltles for
acts of cruelty.

Under the current provisions, the
maximum penalty for an act of cru-

elty against an animal is only

30,000 yen. Animal welfare advo-
cates say that the low figure dis-
suades police from actively seek-
ing out perpetrators of cruelty
against animals.

Tomomi Hagiwara of the J apan
Anti-Vivisection  Association
(JAVA) cited the case in February
of a cat in Tomakomai, Hokkaido

. that was apparently set on fire with

either gasoline or kerosene. Fami-
ly members found the burning cat
and took it to a veterinarian, but
with about 70 percent of the cat’s
skin burned, the animal died with-

inaweek.

ls%urningm eat not acrime?

Police handled the case as an in-
cident of damage to property since

_ a building near the home of the
at’s family had also been burned,

but no suspect was ever arrested.

Hagiwara said a study by JAVA

found that in Britain a similar case
would have been treated by police
as abuse of animals, and the perpe-
trator would have been liable to a
maximum penalty of £5,000, rough—
ly 1 million yen, or up to six
months in prison.

In addition to a stronger law,

ARK’s Oliver said she would also

like to see a more extensive net- . A L e L o
O e ek b cara b One of the dozens of cats looking for a new home at the .

homeless dogs and cats.

- She said the lack of an establish-

ed animal welfare system in Japan
made it difficult to take care of all
the animals in need. In the West,

she added, most communities have

five or six animal shelters, and peo-
ple who find abandoned animals
have a number of alternatives when
one is full and they themselves are
unwilling or unable to take care of

.the animal. However, she said in Ja-

could take the animals, since ARK
is at full capacity now.

“In Japan, it’s either take the ani-
mal to the hokensho (public health
center) or throw the animal away,”
she said. “There is nothing in be-
tween. So, of course, people will
contact us. The more publicity we
get, the more people think thisis a
place they can take their animals”
. She said ARK gets about 15 calls

The reason for the low
age of pets that are retu
their owners in Japan is tl
owners do not begin se
looking for lost pets unf
days have elapsed, said JA
giwara. In that time, the
may have been picked up't
cal authorities and take:
pound where they are like
killed in a short period of ti



