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about the effect the incident has had
on his business: “Why should I
explain my business to outsiders?” he
said.

The investigation by police and
inquiries by the media have involved
not only local residents but also the
society of doctors to which the murder
victim’s father belongs. A senior col-
league of Mamoru Hase’s said, “I
'started worrying as soon as the boy

was reported missing and I was

shocked when his body was found. I
don’t feel like saying anything more
about this incident,” he said.

Hidemichi Morosawa, president of
Tokiwa University, who specializes in
the psychology of crime victims; pre-
dicts the situation will become worse
as e passes, unles residents are

prov1ded with accurate and trustwor- i

thy mformatlon
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A mother holds her child’s hand on the way to school in Suma/ ,
Ward, Kobe.

“Because no ofﬁc1al mform non is
released, the res1dents hear
stories via the media and are therefore
not sure what to believe. When a
crime affects the whole commumty,
as this one has, it is mosi importantto
provide accurate information as soon |
as possible,” Morosawa. told The ,
Daily Yomiuri.

Morosawa advised people to eep; ‘
in close ‘contact with the }

experiences. “It is 1mp0

ple to meet regularl;

Meanwhile, s




