Pet rabbsis in pe..'

Kawachu, May 30:
7 rabbits killed at Okamoto-Nish
Elementary School

Utsunorﬁ;;\dune 5;
15-rabbits killed at Yonan
Elementary School
Omiya,'Aug. 16;
8 rabbits killed, 10 missing
from Omlya-Klta
Elementary, Schoo

Kawaguchi

Aug. 21:/13 rabbi
killed at Funato
Elementary School

Aug. 22: \4rabb|ts
killed :at Motogo-Minami
Elementary\sjchool

T e

Butchered pets
strike fear in
Kanto region

By TARO KARASAKI
Asahi Evening News

School principal Shigeru Hag-
ihara said he wanted to teach
students about morality and re-
sponsibility when he let a sec-
ond-grade class keep pet rab-
bits at Motogo Minami Ele-
mentary School in Kawaguchi,
Saitama Prefecture.

Ironieally, the lesson turned
into horror last month when
dogs killed four of the chil-
dren’s five rabbits in a pen that
apparently had been pried open
by the owner of the dogs.

It was one in a recent string
of attacks on school pets that
has fueled fears in the Kanto
area. Many have taken these at-
tacks as a warning signs that
their children could be the next
targets.

On the morning of Aug. 22,
the school’s  custodian  in
Kawaguchi woke up to the
sound of barking dogs. When
he entered the schoolyard, he
saw two large black dogs growl
ing outside the rabbit cage.
Two other dogs were inside the
pen. The custodian managed to
scare off the animals.

The dead rabbits were bitten
in the neck. ;

“It appears as if someone had
pried open the fence;” said Hag-
ihara, looking at the snarled
wire of the emipty cage.

“The children are clearly
shocked,” he said last week;
just after delivering a speech
to schoolchildren retirning
from summer vacation. He said
the 89 students were “eerily

SEE RABBITS ON PAGE 2




