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For years now I have been rescuing ‘unwanted,
abandoned, ill-treated, tortured animals, from
mountains, roads, rivers and parks. Many have found
homes, some,: the old and the sick have been put to
sleep, the worst cases have become part of my own
family. When some go'out; more come in - the cycle
is endless. Why do such numbers of unwanted animals
exist? These are four conclusions I've reached:

1) Pet overpopulation.:  there are too many animals
being bred ‘and not enough homes for them. Spaying
is unpopular and expensive.

2) Inadequate laws. There is only one law for the
protection of animals and this is ineffective and
unenforceable. Penalties are pathetically low even
if one can successfully prosecute.

3) ‘Lack of education. Children are not taught how
to care for or have responsibility for pets. There
is no instruction by schools and -little or none by
local governments.

4) Housing. Animals get stressed by cramped
conditions. Under-exercised, under-loved, bored,
lonely pets create a nuisance, barking, biting,
destroying things, so get thrown away.

I founded ARK (Animal Refuge Kansai) ‘to try to
meet some of these problems. In a nutshell our
objectives are as follows:

1) EDUCATION in the better care of animals through
mass media where possible.

2) PUBLICATION of educational material and
information. We are now putting out-a quarterly
newsletter.

3} DATA COLLECTION from within Japan and by contact
with international animal-related organizations
around the world.

4) ADVICE offering advice and suggestions on
animal problems (often owner related) for happier
animals and owners.

5) CAMPAIGNING for spaying, for spaying subsidies,
for more government: efforts to review the problems,
for stricter laws, for an improved hokensho system
(i.e. treating animals as living beings rather than

‘gomi').

6) RESCUING, caring for rehabilitation of animals
which come to ARK. We have on average about 60 dogs
plus cats, goats, chicken, geese, rabbits and a
pony: Finding .new homes after extensive checks on
people and place.

ARK is located in-unspoilt mountain countryside
covering over 1000 tsubo. Our new office/PR Centre
is at present under construction. People are
welcome to become members of ARK, to come and visit
to see the work we are doing, to sponsor-a-pet if
they don't have one of their own. We also welcome
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