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Visiting Kawagoe
Haruko Muramatsu (Soka City)

This s the fifth time to"introduce ‘an

active “women’s" ‘group and its" ity in
Saitama Prefecture. Now let me guide you
to “Kawagoe City”.
Kawagoe City, located in the center of
Saitama Prefecture, with “a population of
more “than 300,000 is ‘not only one of
Tokyo’s néighboring towns, but is also
trying to characterize itself as a city of its
own.

One fine day, we joined the lecture “The
History ~of Kawagoe - City” ‘and :then--we
visited the cultural buildings of the City.

At the city museum we learned that the
city ‘was noted in connection with Edo.
Kawagoe City is also called “Ko-Edo
Kawagoe” which means, “minimized Edo”.
Matsuo-san who works at the museum told
us that there are more than 100 Sho-Kyoto
or minimized Kyotos throughout Japan.
Kawagoe is the only Ko-Edo. There is no
Edo Castle in Tokyo. Here in this city,
there is the Kita-in Villa which was moved
from the inner halls of Edo Castle.

The city is also dotted with cultural properties such as Senba Toshogu
uncommonly dedicated to the first Shogun leyasu Tokugawa. Tokugawa’s
family crest is seen on all the buildings, furnishings and weapons. This tells
us just how much the city was influenced by “Tokugawa”.

While walking along the cultural landmarks embellished with the family
crest, we wanted to learn the origin of the family crest. In about the '12th
Century in Japan Kuge Class, or Class around the Emperor, started to keep
their own Kamon, or family crest in order to be able to tell their own vehicles
from others. Buke or Samurai Class used the Kamon to distinguish their own
side from their enemies on the battlefields by having the Kamon on their flags
or on hanging screens.

While Kuge Class had elegant crests, Buke Class had loud color crests wnh
geometric designs.

The 17th Century, in the Edo Period Kamon came into fashion as
decoration among rich merchants. Since then every family have come to keep
their own Kamon.

In a sense I shoild say Kamon is the precious cultural property for every
family.. Personally speaking, my Kamon is Sangaimatsi or ¢hree storied
branches of a pine tree. | wonder if my ancestors used to fight on the battle
fields waving the Kamon on their flags.

(Translated by Yumiko Nagai)
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In front of Kitain Gate you can see three hollyhock leaves,
a Tokugawa’s samurai crest, above.
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